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House of Representatives 
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Friday, March 17, 2023, at 11 a.m. 

Senate 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2023 

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 
called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Our Father, in whose patient hands 

the mighty seasons move with quiet 
beauty, we acknowledge today our 
great need for Your guidance. Lord, we 
are challenged by complexities that re-
quire more than human wisdom. We 
sometimes feel like children, grasping 
in the darkness, lost without light. 

Bless this government of the people, 
for the people, and by the people. Guide 
its leaders to strive to possess that 
righteousness that exults a nation. En-
lighten our Senators with Your wis-
dom, lest the darkness of our times 
hide the paths of Your providence. 

We pray in Your merciful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Morn-
ing business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Brent Neiman, 
of Illinois, to be a Deputy Under Sec-
retary of the Treasury. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

WELCH). The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

RAIL SAFETY 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, this 

morning, I sent a letter to the National 
Transportation Safety Board Chair, 
Jennifer Homendy, urging her to ex-
pand NTSB’s investigation of Norfolk 
Southern into a comprehensive review 
of all seven class I freight railroad 
companies’ safety practices. 

Though the NTSB is currently inves-
tigating the toxic derailment in East 
Palestine and Norfolk Southern’s ques-
tionable safety culture, I want to make 
something very clear: Norfolk South-
ern isn’t the only rail company that 
has spent years lobbying to loosen reg-
ulations, neglect safety upgrades, and 
lay off workers. 

Norfolk Southern is just one example 
of a dangerous, industry-wide trend 

within the rail industry that puts prof-
its over people’s safety. 

In the last 5 years alone, there have 
been over 26,500 accidents and incidents 
in the rail industry, but instead of 
prioritizing safety, the industry cut 
over 30,000 employees from the work-
force—roughly 20 percent. 

We need the NTSB to expand its in-
vestigation because the current data 
can only tell part of the story. The 
data tells us how many accidents have 
occurred, but we want to know if they 
occurred in populated areas and how 
many gallons of oil were spilled or 
which toxic chemicals were released. 

We also need to know which of these 
accidents occurred because the tracks 
were severely degraded or poorly de-
signed. 

We also want to know which neg-
ligent company policies contributed to 
the 2,700 deaths in recent years and if 
any of those could have been pre-
vented. 

These are just some of the questions 
that my letter asks—ones that can 
only be answered by a complete, com-
prehensive, and rigorous investigation 
of the rail freight industry. 

I hope NTSB expands its investiga-
tion to include the safety practices and 
culture of all class I freight railroads. 
It is a necessary step to assure Ameri-
cans that freight rail safety will im-
prove. 

In the meantime, I again commend 
my colleagues Senators BROWN and 
VANCE of Ohio and FETTERMAN and 
CASEY of Pennsylvania for introducing 
bipartisan legislation to improve rail 
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safety and provide a check on the rail-
road industry. I will continue working 
with them to move it forward. 

H.R. 1 
Mr. President, now, on the House Re-

publicans’ H.R. 1, today, House Repub-
licans are rolling out a partisan, dead- 
on-arrival, and unserious proposal for 
addressing America’s energy needs that 
they have laughingly labeled H.R. 1. It 
is a nonstarter in the Senate. 

Republicans’ so-called energy pro-
posal is as bad and as partisan as it 
gets. H.R. 1 will lock America into the 
most expensive and volatile dirty 
sources of energy and will set America 
back a decade or more in our transition 
toward clean, affordable energy. 

Even a brief glance at the House GOP 
proposal is enough to show it is not a 
serious package. The package is a wish 
list for Big Oil, gutting important envi-
ronmental safeguards on fossil fuel 
projects, while doing none of the im-
portant permitting reforms that would 
help bring transmission and clean en-
ergy projects online faster. 

Considering America’s serious energy 
challenges—and not to mention the 
disruptions caused by the war in 
Ukraine—it is bewildering to see House 
Republicans waste time on a Big Oil 
wish list, instead of taking our energy 
needs seriously, and ignoring clean en-
ergy as they do. 

Thankfully, many Democrats and Re-
publicans understand that the only 
way we will pass a genuine energy 
package this Congress is through bipar-
tisan cooperation. I am glad that there 
are good-faith talks underway right 
now between both parties in both 
Houses to figure out what sort of per-
mitting deal is possible. 

I strongly support these efforts be-
cause Americans should not have to go 
broke just to meet their daily energy 
needs. We should work on a comprehen-
sive, bipartisan permitting package 
that can secure enough votes to pass 
the Congress and reach the President’s 
desk. 

Any serious permitting package must 
also focus on the needs of the future. 
As America transitions to clean en-
ergy, we need to take steps in Congress 
to ease that transition and ensure 
clean energy is reliable, accessible, 
and, most importantly, affordable. 
That includes efforts to expedite the 
onshoring and construction of indus-
tries critical to our economic and na-
tional security, like work we did in 
CHIPS and Science. Permitting reform 
is an essential step toward laying the 
foundation for a clean energy future, 
and Republicans must work with 
Democrats on a package that meets 
this challenge, if we are going to get 
anything done. 

What House Republicans have come 
up with, in the meantime, is something 
that falls pathetically short. 

RUSSIA 
Mr. President, on Russia, on the 

same day Russian aircraft intercepted 
and forced down a U.S. surveillance 
drone in the Black Sea, it was trou-

bling to hear some on the hard right 
not condemn Putin so much as excuse 
him—the hard right, excusing Putin, 
not even daring to condemn him. 

One Republican Governor, in par-
ticular, said yesterday that defending 
Ukraine and opposing Putin is not of 
vital national interest. He called 
Putin’s illegal and unprovoked inva-
sion of another sovereign democracy a 
‘‘territorial dispute.’’ He basically 
thinks the United States is wrong to 
support Ukraine as they fight and die 
to protect their democracy, and he is 
certainly not alone in thinking that on 
the hard right. 

I have to wonder what he would have 
thought if he was around in the 1930s. 
We know what happened then, when 
many refused to stand up to aggres-
sion—a world war resulted. 

Sadly, these remarks are not unique 
within the GOP. For years, an isola-
tionist fever has been surging within 
the hard right, propagated night after 
night on networks like FOX News. The 
hard right’s isolationism is dangerous. 
It is un-American, undemocratic, and 
it is woefully blind to the lessons of 
history. 

It is ironic that many on the hard 
right, which historically opposed com-
munism and authoritarianism, now 
openly flirt with autocrats like Putin. 

These MAGA isolationists are mak-
ing America less safe. They are making 
our troops less safe, and they are se-
verely undermining American leader-
ship on the world stage. This desire to 
excuse and validate Putin’s goals is one 
of the many terrible legacies of Donald 
Trump, and it is as good a reason as 
any why he and those who think like 
him should never ever come near the 
Oval Office ever again. 

AUTHORIZATION FOR USE OF MILITARY FORCE 
Mr. President, finally on AUMF, yes-

terday, we took a very important pro-
cedural step to set up a vote tomorrow 
on legislation officially—and finally— 
repealing the Iraq AUMF of 1991 and 
2002. 

I want to thank Senators KAINE and 
YOUNG for leading this bipartisan legis-
lation and Chairman MENENDEZ and 
Ranking Member RISCH for moving it 
through the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee. 

I have said it before and I will say it 
again: Every year we keep these 
AUMFs on the books is just another 
chance for future administrations to 
abuse or misuse them beyond their 
original intent. 

War powers belong squarely in the 
hands of Congress. That is what the 
Constitution says. It means it is our 
responsibility to reassert our constitu-
tional duty and prevent future Presi-
dents from exploiting these AUMFs to 
bumble us into a new Middle East con-
flict. It is important. 

The Iraq war ended over 10 years ago. 
The authorization passed in 2002, under 
entirely different circumstances and in 
a different world. It is no longer nec-
essary nor relevant in 2023. Repealing 
the AUMF will in no way hinder our 

national defense nor will it impact our 
relationship with the people of Iraq. 

Americans are tired of endless wars 
in the Middle East. We owe it to them 
and we owe it to our veterans and their 
families to repeal the Iraq war AUMF 
and turn the page on this chapter of 
our history. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

BUDGET 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, inflation 

numbers for February came out yester-
day morning, and they confirmed what 
every American knows: We are still 
squarely in the middle of Democrats’ 
inflation crisis, with no end in sight. 

Overall, inflation was up 6 percent in 
February compared to a year ago and a 
staggering 15 percent since President 
Biden took office—15 percent. Grocery 
prices were up 10.2 percent in February 
compared to a year ago and 20 percent 
since President Biden took office. Elec-
tricity prices were up 12.9 percent. 
Utility gas service was up 14.3 percent. 
Rent prices were up 8.8 percent. And 
the list goes on. Overall, energy prices 
have increased by 37.2 percent since 
President Biden took office—37.2 per-
cent. 

Again, there is no end in sight to this 
crisis. Digging out of an inflation crisis 
like this isn’t easy, but there are 
things we can and should be doing to 
help, like restraining government 
spending, unleashing American energy 
production to help drive down energy 
prices, and growing the economy. 
These are the things President Biden 
should be pursuing. But, as the Presi-
dent’s budget last week made clear, the 
President hasn’t learned anything from 
the last 2 years. President Biden and 
congressional Democrats helped create 
our current inflation crisis with their 
$1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan 
spending spree. And what does Presi-
dent Biden have planned in his budget? 
More reckless government spending—a 
lot more reckless government spend-
ing. 

Our last Federal budget before the 
pandemic was in 2019. That year, total 
Federal spending was $4.4 trillion. Over 
the last 3 years, COVID and then 
Democrats’ profligate spending pushed 
up the size of the Federal budget to 
levels in excess of $6 trillion. So $4.4 
trillion in 2019 before the pandemic, $6 
trillion at the conclusion of the pan-
demic, and two big reconciliation bills 
passed along party lines by Democrats. 
But the need for extra COVID dollars is 
long over. 

Given the economic havoc Demo-
crats’ reckless spending has created, 
you would think Democrats would be 
looking to return the budget to some-
where approaching pre-COVID levels, 
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but you would be wrong. President 
Biden wants to take the inflated budg-
ets of the past 3 years as his new base-
line, and then the President is pro-
posing $6.88 trillion in spending next 
year—a 54-percent increase over 2019 
levels. And then—and then—he is pro-
posing increased spending every year 
until the Federal budget reaches an 
eye-popping $10 trillion in 2033—$10 
trillion in 2033. 

Again, let me just remind people that 
the entire Federal budget in 2019—just 
a few short years ago—was $4.4 trillion. 
President Biden wants to more than 
double that—$4.4 trillion to $10 trillion. 

This level of spending and the accom-
panying level of debt would present a 
serious danger to our financial sta-
bility going forward. The President’s 
budget all but ensures that the size of 
our national debt would be larger than 
the size of our economy. In other 
words, we would owe more money than 
our entire economy produces. These 
levels of spending could easily prolong 
our inflation crisis for years to come. 

But the economic dangers of the 
President’s budget don’t end there. At 
the same time the President is essen-
tially ensuring an unsustainable level 
of debt going forward, he is also plan-
ning to load up the economy with $4.7 
trillion in tax hikes, and that is not 
counting some of the tax hikes that 
would result from allowing provisions 
of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act to expire. 
He plans to undo much of the good 
work done by the 2017 Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act, which helped grow our econ-
omy and improve opportunities for 
American workers. 

Under the Biden tax plan, American 
businesses would become less competi-
tive in the global economy, investment 
would be discouraged, and Main Street 
job creators and family-owned busi-
nesses would face a higher tax burden, 
which would make it more difficult for 
them to grow, expand, and create jobs. 

I said earlier that one of the things 
we could do to ease our inflation crisis 
and drive down prices is increase Amer-
ican energy production. Well, Presi-
dent Biden’s tax plan would discourage 
American energy production by hiking 
taxes on oil and gas companies, and not 
for the first time during his Presi-
dency. Instead of lowering energy 
prices, the President’s plan would like-
ly drive them up even further with all 
the new taxes. 

The problems with the President’s 
budget go on and on. While the Presi-
dent has no problem driving up spend-
ing to a staggering $10 trillion per year 
by 2033, somehow very little of that 
money gets put toward priorities like 
securing the border and defending our 
Nation. 

For next year, the President is pro-
posing an increase in defense spending 
that fails to keep pace with current 
levels of inflation, meaning that his 
supposed defense spending increase 
would actually be a defense spending 
cut. 

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity would see an outright spending cut 

next year. Despite the security and hu-
manitarian crisis wreaking havoc at 
our southern border, the President is 
proposing barely any additional fund-
ing for U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection and Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement next year, but somehow— 
somehow—the President managed to 
find a 15-percent increase in funding for 
the IRS. Think about that. That is 
from the 2023 enacted budget for the 
IRS, over and above the $80 billion 
funding increase the IRS got just last 
August. Think about that. Last Au-
gust, the IRS got $80 billion and 87,000 
new employees. Yet, this year, under 
this President’s budget, they are not 
only going to get all that funding and 
a massive influx of new employees but 
a 15-percent year-over-year increase in 
spending on the IRS at a time when de-
fense spending is going to be 3.2 per-
cent below the rate of inflation. You 
can’t make it up. 

It doesn’t stop there. The President’s 
budget would also provide an addi-
tional $29 billion to the IRS to ‘‘con-
tinue [Inflation Reduction Act]-funded 
enforcement and compliance initia-
tives.’’ 

I guess maybe what the President is 
thinking with respect to all of this is 
that he will need more IRS agents to 
administer all the new tax hikes that 
are included in his budget proposal. It 
is extremely disturbing that the Presi-
dent’s tax-and-spend agenda is taking 
precedence over the national security 
imperative of securing our border. 

President Biden’s budget is the 
wrong prescription for our country. It 
would shrink our economy, prolong our 
inflation crisis, and essentially guar-
antee unsustainable levels of debt. 

The American people had a rough 
couple of years under the Biden admin-
istration, and the President’s budget 
would be almost guaranteed to prolong 
their economic pain well into the fu-
ture. I hope Democrats, as well as Re-
publicans, will recognize this and 
quickly consign the President’s budget 
to where it belongs, and that is to the 
dustbin. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(The remarks of Mr. KAINE per-
taining to the submission of S. 801 are 
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. KAINE. I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

HICKENLOOPER). The Senator from Lou-
isiana. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak for up to 
30 minutes prior to the scheduled roll-
call vote. I do not think I will have an 
issue, but out of an abundance of cau-

tion, I ask unanimous consent for that, 
please. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I do 
appreciate Senator KAINE’s remarks. 
He has highlighted a serious problem 
for many Americans. We don’t com-
pletely understand it. I have every con-
fidence in our medical community and 
our research and development commu-
nity that we will figure it out, but in 
the meantime, there are a lot of Ameri-
cans suffering, some silently, and I ap-
preciate Senator KAINE highlighting 
this issue. 

BANK FAILURES 
Mr. President, I want to talk for a 

few minutes about President Biden’s 
bailout of the three banks that went 
under. 

When I ran for this office in 2016, I 
observed at that time that one of the 
problems in America was that we had 
too many undeserving—I emphasize 
‘‘undeserving’’ because I don’t want to 
paint too broad of a brush—we had too 
many undeserving people at the top in 
America getting bailouts, and we had 
too many undeserving people at the 
bottom getting handouts, and the rest 
of America—most of America in the 
middle—was getting the bill, and I 
didn’t think that was fair. Apparently, 
it is still the case today, and I still 
don’t think it is fair. 

Now, President Biden chose to bail 
out three of our banks. It was a bail-
out. You can pretty it up any way you 
want to, and you can put perfume on a 
pig, but it still smells like a pig. This 
was a bailout. It was a bailout for two 
reasons. No. 1, except for the people 
who own the stock in the banks and 
their unsecured creditors, President 
Biden and his regulators guaranteed 
that nobody affiliated with these banks 
would have any losses. And he said that 
is not a bailout because money is not 
being provided by the American people; 
it is being provided by all the other 
banks in America. 

Well, Mr. President, you know as 
well as I do there is no money fairy. 
There isn’t anything free. Anything 
free, somebody had to work for. 

By taking the hit—all the banks in 
America, now, I am referring to—banks 
are taxpayers. That is point one. But 
point two, those banks—all the banks 
in America that are going to have to 
pay for the President’s bailout—they 
are just going to pass on those costs, 
including but not limited to their de-
positors. And, the last time I checked, 
most depositors and banks in America 
were taxpayers as well. 

The second reason President Biden’s 
bailout is a bailout—and this is in the 
fine print—is that he has set up, I 
think it is, a $25 billion fund that other 
banks that are in trouble can borrow 
from. And this fund, he says, does not 
come from the American people. It 
came from the banks. Once again, the 
costs of it will be passed on by the 
banks to the depositors, to the tax-
payers. 
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But this $25 billion fund that banks 

that are in trouble can borrow from is 
set up as follows. The banks can bor-
row money as they need it, and as col-
lateral they put up their securities. 

So the President says that is a safe 
bet. Except, when you read the fine 
print, you find out that the securities 
that the banks put up as collateral to 
borrow money from the American peo-
ple are not what is called ‘‘mark to 
market.’’ The securities are not put up 
at their real value. They are put up at 
the value at the time they were pur-
chased. 

So if you bought a security that 
was—let’s say, to make it simple—$20, 
and it is owned by a bank and it is now 
worth $5, you give that $5 to the $25 bil-
lion fund, and you get credit for $10. 
But it is really worth only $5. I mean, 
it is a bailout, and I am not going to 
bubble-wrap it, and I don’t think we 
ought to try to bubble-wrap it to the 
American people. 

Now, let me say a word about Silicon 
Valley Bank. All the bank failures 
were an abomination, but I think Sil-
icon Valley Bank is symptomatic of 
the problem among all three. 

SVB we call it, or Silicon Valley 
Bank. First of all, Silicon Valley Bank 
was not broke. It was not an insolvency 
problem. It wasn’t insolvent. Silicon 
Valley Bank had a liquidity problem. 

I mean, here is what happened. Sil-
icon Valley Bank took in a whole 
bunch of deposits on which they were 
paying an interest rate. And then Sil-
icon Valley Bank took that money and 
went out and bought a bunch of securi-
ties, paying a higher interest rate than 
Silicon Valley Bank was paying the de-
positors. 

You say: That is pretty smart. 
There is just one problem. The secu-

rities that Silicon Valley Bank bought 
were very sensitive to interest rates, 
and, as interest rates went up—and 
they have—the value of those securi-
ties went down if Silicon Valley Bank 
had to sell them. 

And, sure enough, Silicon Valley 
Bank got itself in the position of hav-
ing to sell them, because a lot of its de-
positors got scared about the bank’s 
position, and other reasons, and said: 
We want our money back. 

And Silicon Valley Bank didn’t have 
the money because it had to go sell 
these securities at a loss, and that put 
it at risk. That is why it had a liquid-
ity problem that could have been fixed. 
It wasn’t broke. 

President Biden’s bailout could have 
been easily avoided if we had done—let 
me put that another way—if three 
things had happened, not all three but 
any one of the three things I am about 
to explain. 

Let me say that again. President 
Biden’s bailout could have been avoid-
ed if one or more of three things had 
happened: No. 1, if the management of 
Silicon Valley Bank had known the dif-
ference between a banking textbook 
and an L.L. Bean catalog, Silicon Val-
ley Bank would have never bought se-

curities that are so sensitive to inter-
est rates without hedging that risk. 
And it is a very easy thing to do. 

Honestly, it is banking 101. If you 
buy securities to back your deposits 
that are very sensitive to interest 
rates, there are other securities you 
can buy to hedge that risk so you don’t 
take the risk. 

I am appalled. The bankers at Silicon 
Valley Bank didn’t do it. I mean, it was 
bone-deep, down-to-the-marrow stupid. 

No. 2, OK, Silicon Valley Bank man-
agement did it. It was like a rock, only 
dumber, but they did it. The regulators 
didn’t catch it. There has been a lot of 
talk that Silicon Valley Bank wasn’t 
being regulated because of a bill passed 
back in 2018 and 2019. That is not true. 
Silicon Valley Bank was heavily regu-
lated. It had to file regular reports 
with the Federal banking regulators. It 
was subject to stress testing. It was 
subject to liquidity stress testing. All 
the regulators had to do was read the 
reports that Silicon Valley Bank was 
submitting, and they would have seen 
the problem. 

Do you know who solved the prob-
lem? Way back in November and Octo-
ber, stock analysts in the private sec-
tor that were covering Silicon Valley 
Bank warned—way back last fall—they 
said: Do you know what? This bank is 
setting itself up for a potential liquid-
ity problem. 

The private sector knew it. Where 
were the regulators? Where were they? 
You couldn’t have found them with a 
search party. I guess they were asleep. 
But this whole debacle could have been 
avoided if the regulators had just done 
their job and stepped in and said: Sil-
icon Valley Bank, what you are doing 
is dumb, and you can’t do it anymore. 

That would have avoided it. 
The third thing that could have 

avoided President Biden’s bailout—I 
think the bank went under on a Friday, 
as I recall. The Federal Reserve, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, the head of 
the FDIC, and all of the other regu-
lators allowed the bank to go under, in-
stead—instead—of getting on the tele-
phone and calling other banks and say-
ing: I have got a situation here with 
Silicon Valley Bank. It is not insol-
vent. It is just illiquid. We want you to 
buy it. 

That is what normally happens, and 
that is all the regulators had to do. 

Now, why didn’t they do that? There 
has been a lot of talk about, well, they 
had an auction for the bank and no-
body wanted it. That is not true. There 
were buyers. But the problem was that 
the people at the FDIC do not like 
bank mergers. 

Some bank mergers make sense. 
Some bank mergers don’t make sense. 
In this case, it would have made ex-
traordinary sense. 

And so the folks at the FDIC stalled 
and restalled, and then we had mass 
panic. Think back to the bailouts in 
2008 and 2009. If you are a banker and 
you get a call from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, the head of the Federal 

Reserve, and the head of the FDIC say-
ing: Can we sit down and talk with you 
and structure the terms by which you 
would buy this illiquid but still solvent 
bank, you are going to take that phone 
call. 

The regulators didn’t do that, and all 
of this could have been avoided. If we 
had done any one of those three 
things—any one of those three things— 
this mess could have been avoided. 

With that, I yield—well, let me make 
just one last comment. I am going to 
say it again. In 2016, in America, we 
had too many undeserving people at 
the time getting bailouts, and we still 
do today. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

VOTE ON NEIMAN NOMINATION 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Neiman nomi-
nation? 

Mr. KENNEDY. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), 
the Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), and the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) are necessarily 
absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the 
Senator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), and the 
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. MCCON-
NELL). 

The result was announced—yeas 54, 
nays 40, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 54 Ex.] 

YEAS—54 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Crapo 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Gillibrand 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Risch 

Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—40 

Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 

Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Graham 

Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
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Lee 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Marshall 
Moran 
Mullin 
Paul 

Ricketts 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 

Sullivan 
Thune 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 

NOT VOTING—6 

Barrasso 
Booker 

Cruz 
Feinstein 

Fetterman 
McConnell 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 

to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 65, Eric M. 
Garcetti, of California, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Republic of 
India. 

Charles E. Schumer, Robert Menendez, 
Christopher Murphy, Benjamin L. 
Cardin, Jack Reed, Jeanne Shaheen, 
Christopher A. Coons, Richard J. Dur-
bin, Tim Kaine, Mark R. Warner, Cory 
A. Booker, Richard Blumenthal, Chris 
Van Hollen, Amy Klobuchar, Peter 
Welch, Alex Padilla. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Eric M. Garcetti, of California, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of India, shall 
be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), 
the Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), and the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) are necessarily 
absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the 
Senator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), and the 
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. MCCON-
NELL). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52, 
nays 42, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 55 Ex.] 
YEAS—52 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 

Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hagerty 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Marshall 

Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 

Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 

Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—42 

Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Brown 
Budd 
Capito 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Grassley 

Hawley 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Paul 

Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 

NOT VOTING—6 

Barrasso 
Booker 

Cruz 
Feinstein 

Fetterman 
McConnell 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). On this vote, the yeas are 
52, the nays are 42. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The bill clerk read the nomination of 

Eric M. Garcetti, of California, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of India. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent to complete my remarks prior to 
the scheduled recess. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

NOMINATION OF ERIC M. GARCETTI 
Mr. SCHUMER. My remarks are very 

simple. The United States-India rela-
tionship is extremely important, and it 
is a very good thing that we now have 
an Ambassador. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

RECESS 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. today. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 1:21 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Ms. ROSEN). 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued 
VOTE ON GARCETTI NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Garcetti nomination? 

Mrs. MURRAY. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), 
the Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), and the Senator from Pennsyl-

vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) are necessarily 
absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the 
Senator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), and the 
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. MCCON-
NELL). 

The result was announced—yeas 52, 
nays 42, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 56 Ex.] 
YEAS—52 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hagerty 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Marshall 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 

Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—42 

Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Brown 
Budd 
Capito 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Grassley 

Hawley 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Paul 

Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 

NOT VOTING—6 

Barrasso 
Booker 

Cruz 
Feinstein 

Fetterman 
McConnell 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 

to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 2, Ravi 
Chaudhary, of Virginia, to be an Assistant 
Secretary of the Air Force. 

Charles E. Schumer, Jack Reed, Richard 
J. Durbin, Sheldon Whitehouse, Martin 
Heinrich, Tim Kaine, Tammy Baldwin, 
Ben Ray Luján, Tammy Duckworth, 
John W. Hickenlooper, Amy Klobuchar, 
Jeanne Shaheen, Brian Schatz, Ben-
jamin L. Cardin, Edward J. Markey, 
Alex Padilla, Margaret Wood Hassan, 
Catherine Cortez Masto. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 
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The question is, Is it the sense of the 

Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Ravi Chaudhary, of Virginia, to be 
an Assistant Secretary of the Air 
Force, shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), 
the Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), and the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) are necessarily 
absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the 
Senator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the 
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. MCCON-
NELL), and the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. YOUNG). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG) 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
BALDWIN). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 64, 
nays 29, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 57 Ex.] 
YEAS—64 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Boozman 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 

Hirono 
Hyde-Smith 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Romney 
Rosen 

Rounds 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 

NAYS—29 

Blackburn 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Cassidy 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Johnson 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
Mullin 

Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Tuberville 
Vance 

NOT VOTING—7 

Barrasso 
Booker 
Cruz 

Feinstein 
Fetterman 
McConnell 

Young 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas 
are 64, the nays are 29. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Ravi Chaudhary, of Virginia, 
to be an Assistant Secretary of the Air 
Force. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia. 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 
Mrs. CAPITO. Madam President, I 

rise today with great concern to talk 
about the bloated budget that Presi-
dent Biden has put forward and, really, 
what it says about his vision for the fu-
ture of our country, because a budget 
is a vision. 

As my Republican colleagues and I 
will highlight today, this budget is the 
latest edition in his tax-and-spend 
agenda. It also fits the standards my 
colleagues on the other side of the aisle 
have set by passing inflation-causing, 
deficit-raising legislation, like the In-
flation Reduction Act and the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan. 

Let me make one thing perfectly 
clear. This budget has no chance of be-
coming law. And that is the good news 
here and great news for our constitu-
ents back home because this misguided 
proposal would saddle American fami-
lies with more taxes, more waste, more 
debt, and more government intrusion 
that our constituents just do not de-
serve. The bad news is—at least for this 
administration—that the unveiling of 
this budget shines a spotlight on the 
priorities of the President, his adminis-
tration, and his party. 

This should alarm all of us. Case in 
point, this $6.8 trillion proposal has 
been released at a time when so many 
Americans are struggling to afford 
basic necessities, interest rates are 
soaring, our national debt is climbing 
at an alarming rate, and small busi-
nesses are struggling to make ends 
meet. 

While the Biden administration and 
our Democrats on the other side of the 
aisle expect families to make conces-
sions in their everyday lives—like 
spending less at the grocery store, put-
ting off buying your first home, or pur-
chasing an electric vehicle to avoid ris-
ing gas prices—they are attempting to 
spend nearly $7 trillion, with a ‘‘t’’, of 
hard-earned taxpayers’ dollars, pile on 
to our national debt, and massively ex-
pand the scope and authority of Fed-
eral Agencies, like the IRS, which they 
massively expanded just several 
months ago. 

What exactly is President Biden’s 
tax-and-spend proposal? Let’s dig in 
just a little bit. President Biden makes 
his priorities clear with his proposed 
changes to base discretionary funding 
for Federal Agencies. That is the base-
line. 

The Environmental Protection Agen-
cy—I have a lot to do with this Agency 
because it comes right into my Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 
Works—gets a staggering—the most of 
any other Agency—19-percent increase 
in funding year to year. But the De-
partment of Homeland Security, the 
Department of Transportation—re-
member, Homeland Security is the one 
that deals with immigration and the 
crisis at the southern border and the 
flow of drugs and other things—and the 
Small Business Administration—where 
in my State, if you don’t grow as a 
small business, you are not growing— 
they are all facing budget cuts. 

The White House priorities could not 
be clearer. And when it comes to taxes 
under this budget proposed by the 
President, Main Street mom and pop 
businesses would feel strained like 
never before. 

We just lowered the taxes in our 
State. It is the biggest tax cut ever in 
the State of West Virginia. Yet we are 
looking at taxes on small businesses 
and capital gains taxes. The corporate 
tax rate goes up. Taxes on American 
energy would increase. Retirement 
taxes go up. The Medicare tax would 
increase, and the personal income tax 
would go up to the highest level in dec-
ades. 

What President Biden fails to realize 
is that the brunt of his tax hikes would 
be felt by those who own, invest in, or 
operate small- and medium-sized busi-
nesses. Maybe, that is why he doesn’t 
put any extra money in the Small 
Business Administration. 

This is a direct violation of his 
pledge to not raise taxes on small busi-
nesses. 

The National Federation of Small 
Businesses issued a statement last 
week warning that the tax increase— 
and it is called the National Federation 
of Small Businesses. They are small 
businesses. They say that this ‘‘would 
further harm Main Street.’’ It would 
‘‘crush Main Street’s ability to grow 
and create jobs.’’ 

The National Federation of Small 
Businesses believes that the Biden ad-
ministration should increase focus on 
policies that will ‘‘provide certainty 
and promote economic growth to allow 
our small businesses to create jobs and 
raise wages.’’ 

My Republican colleagues and I could 
not agree more. It is my hope that the 
President and congressional Democrats 
will continue working on previously bi-
partisan tax issues that spur innova-
tion and are pro-growth. 

Just last week, as I said, our State 
passed historic tax cuts that signed 
into law by our Governor, Governor 
Justice, in the Mountain State. I wish 
our Federal Government was following 
this example. Instead, President Biden 
has chosen a different path that an 
analysis from the Tax Foundation 
found would create negative effects on 
savings, investments, and have econ-
omy-wide repercussions. The analysis 
continues that this brazen increase in 
taxes would ultimately harm our work-
ers, international competitiveness, and 
domestic investment. 

We talk about international competi-
tiveness all the time. Why are we try-
ing to move in a direction where our 
competitiveness would be less effec-
tive? In short, moving top tax rates in 
the United States beyond international 
norms reduces our economic growth. 

You might ask yourself: Does the 
spending ever stop under President 
Biden and this budget? 

Well, ironically, it does when you 
look at our own Department of Home-
land Security, which secures the inte-
rior of our Nation. It is facing a budget 
cut under this proposal. 
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The President has consistently said 

that his budget is a reflection of his 
priorities. You see millions of people 
coming across our southern board with 
no deterrence. But nothing runs more 
true than that this is his priority—to 
continue that practice. And the refusal 
and inability to secure our border and 
stop the scourge of illicit drugs from 
entering our communities is not the 
priority of this administration. 

The President’s budget requests 350 
new border agents, less than a 2-per-
cent increase in our agents, while our 
border runs rampant with illegal cross-
ings, and policies like title 42 move 
closer to sunset. 

This budget proposes a contingency 
slush fund—there is nothing taxpayers 
like better than a slush fund—a slush 
fund for surge capacity at the border. 
In other words, give me the money now 
because I know we are going to have 
more people coming over, and I want to 
have the money to pay for it in ad-
vance because I don’t want to come 
back to Congress to pay for it because 
Congress knows we have a problem and 
they won’t give me the money to pay 
for it in an emergency. So I am going 
to get it up front. 

It would be impossible for DHS to use 
this funding to mitigate our crisis at 
the border because, by the time they 
receive these dollars, these illegal 
crossings would have occurred. 

We all have priorities, and President 
Biden made his clear. Securing our 
southern border is just not one of his 
priorities. 

We see, clearly, President Biden’s 
priorities yet again when it comes to 
military spending. We just had a drone 
shot down yesterday, I believe, by the 
Russians in the Black Sea. The Presi-
dent’s budget shortchanges defense for 
more reckless spending. It is just a 3- 
percent increase—a 3.2-percent in-
crease—in our military and national 
security. This comes at a time when in-
flation in the President’s economy is 
high and our dollars are stretched thin-
ner and thinner. 

We hear about the supply chain. We 
hear about different materials we can’t 
get, how much more expensive they 
are, and how much longer the wait is. 
So adversaries overseas increase their 
defense budgets. Now is not the time 
for us to delay that much needed mod-
ernization and reinforcement that we 
have put ourselves on a pathway for 
the last several years. Now is the time 
to invest in the advanced capabilities 
and the industrial base capacity that 
we expect and need for future genera-
tions and make our national security a 
priority. 

According to the President’s budget 
proposal, our addiction epidemic 
doesn’t seem to be a top priority ei-
ther. The President’s proposed budget 
summary lacks a sense of urgency 
around this epidemic and the fentanyl 
crisis. This is a crisis in my State and 
in the Presiding Officer’s State, as 
well, and in all States. My State has 
been disproportionately impacted by 
this. In the budget summary, fentanyl 
is only mentioned twice, opioids are 

mentioned 4 times, and climate change 
is mentioned 42 times—42. 

In 2022, West Virginia lost 1,135 West 
Virginians to fentanyl overdoses. What 
we lost to overdoses, many of those 
were fentanyl overdoses—a large ma-
jority. 

President Biden, I implore you to put 
more emphasis on the communities 
facing our streets every day that de-
serve to be our national priorities. 

This budget proposal from the Biden 
administration makes obvious the mo-
tivations and priorities of the White 
House and the Agencies. In Wash-
ington, clarity comes at a premium 
price. So I will give them credit for 
that. 

But by touting this budget proposal 
and claiming that it cuts the deficit by 
raising taxes shows that, no matter 
what, the Democrats aren’t interested 
in cutting spending. 

I mean, put yourself in the country’s 
shoes, as a family. What do you do 
when you see your credit cards maxing 
out and times are getting tough? What 
do you do? You pull back. You stop 
spending however you can do that in 
your own home. 

My Republican colleagues and I stand 
in direct opposition to what the Presi-
dent is doing with his budget. So 
through my remarks on the floor today 
and the subsequent speeches by my fel-
low Republicans, we will continue to 
highlight the errors in the President’s 
budget. We will also stress the need to 
strike balance, restraint, and regular 
order. 

What does regular order mean to peo-
ple who are watching this? That means 
we go through committees and we com-
promise, and we talk to Republicans 
and Democrats and get together. 

The Presiding Officer and I are on the 
Appropriations Committee. She is a 
chair, and I am a ranking member. We 
do a lot of talking during this process. 
That is what we need to do. 

I intend to fulfill my obligations on 
the Appropriations Committee and, 
hopefully, we can get this to regular 
order. Right now, we need to set prior-
ities in a budget and spending plan 
that reflect the real needs we see every 
day on every street in this country. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-
ior Senator from Tennessee. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, I so agree with my colleague from 
West Virginia and her comments about 
this budget. 

Here it is. I would encourage our citi-
zens to pick it up and give it a read and 
look at some of the things that they 
are going to find in here. I think they 
are going to be aghast at what they 
find in here—$477,000 to the IRS for eq-
uity training so that they can put an 
emphasis on equity. These are just 
some of the porked-up things that you 
are going to find in this left-leaning, 
radical, unrealistic wish list of a budg-
et that this administration has 
brought forward. It really is a blue-
print to socialism. Let’s put the gov-
ernment in charge of everything, your 
life from daylight to dark every time 
you are out and about. Let’s have con-
trol over your gas stove, over your 

washing machine, over your 
showerhead, over your toilet flusher. 
That is what my colleagues on the left 
see. That is their goal—control over 
the people, governing by the elite for 
the elite. That is what they are all 
about. But I am going to drill down a 
little bit on this funding request for 
the Internal Revenue Service. 

Now, President Biden is expecting 
the IRS to go to work, getting not just 
a few dollars but getting $4.7 trillion in 
new taxes. Imagine that. Tennesseans 
do not want to pay the government 
more of their hard-earned paycheck. 
They don’t want to give it up to a gov-
ernment that is wasting that money 
because they realize it is our children 
and our grandchildren, our precious 
ones, who are going to have to pay the 
cost for this. It is compromising their 
futures on programs they don’t want, 
with money we don’t have. 

Why are you seeing all these tax in-
creases? You are seeing them because 
the spending is out of control—a $6.9 
trillion budget; $4.7 trillion in new 
taxes; a budget that in year 1—year 1— 
the deficit for year 1 is $1.8 trillion. 
That is how far out of balance this 
budget is. That is why this thing is a 
wish list. It is a wish list of programs. 

If you want to see how the left views 
the world, pick it up and give it a read. 
If you want to read in those words how 
little respect they have for the Amer-
ican people, for hard-working tax-
payers, pick it up. They want your 
money. 

Now, on the IRS, the IRS—in this fis-
cal year, 2024, they will increase their 
appropriations to $14.1 billion. That is 
a $1.8 billion increase from the 2023 en-
acted level. And we know that in the 
Inflation Reduction Act—what did the 
IRS get? Oh, $80 billion. How about 
that? So the IRS now is going to have 
$94.1 billion to spend. 

Well, let’s just ask the question: 
What do we think the IRS is going to 
use this money for? Do we think they 
are going to use it to make the Agency 
more user-friendly? Do we think they 
are going to use it to have people pick 
up the phone and say: Hi, I am your 
friendly IRS agent. How may I help 
you today? 

We know that is pipe-dreaming. That 
is not what they are going to do. 

Eighty billion dollars, plus a record 
$14.1 billion in an appropriation. They 
are going to use this money for what? 
More audits. Because why? President 
Biden wants $4.7 trillion—with a ‘‘t,’’ 
trillion—in new taxes. 

Where do we think he is going to get 
this money? Oh, they like to say, it is 
going to come from corporations. It is 
going to come from extremely wealthy 
individuals and billionaires. But you 
know what, there is a problem with the 
math on that. The numbers just don’t 
work. It doesn’t add up. 

Where are they going to get it? They 
are going to get it from small business 
manufacturers, from Main Street mer-
chants, from the restaurants in your 
community. They are going to go get it 
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from the manufacturing plant in your 
community. How about the HVAC con-
tractor? How about the plumbing com-
pany? This is where they are going. 
Sound familiar? Of course it does be-
cause it is the middle-income earner 
who gets hit every single time. Every 
single time without fail, they are the 
ones who get hit by the tax increases 
the Democrats are wanting to push for-
ward. 

Now, we know the IRS is not going to 
make that Agency more friendly. We 
know it is not going to be there to pro-
tect you, the hard-working taxpayer. 
But we do know that what they will do 
is wallop you upside the head and say: 
You owe this money. We are going to 
audit you. 

It is going to happen time and again. 
On top of all of this, inflation is soar-

ing. Grocery prices are up about 20 per-
cent; gasoline prices, 45 percent; nat-
ural gas prices, 43 percent. Electricity 
prices have increased 24 percent, and 
clothing prices are up 12 percent. But 
in this budget, there is nothing ad-
dressing inflation. There is nothing 
that is going to bring inflation down. 

There is not a lot of attention paid to 
crime in the streets or gangs who are 
coming across the border or the fact 
that the chief of the Border Patrol said 
today that they do not have—the 
United States does not have oper-
ational control of the border. There is 
not a cent there to build that wall, but 
there is money in there to pay for at-
torney fees for illegal immigrants. 

It is the wrong set of priorities, not 
what the American people are wanting, 
certainly not what Tennesseans are 
wanting to see, and not the account-
ability and transparency the American 
people expect from their government. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-

ior Senator from Utah. 
Mr. LEE. Madam President, there is 

a sales tactic known as throwing spa-
ghetti at the wall, where the sales-
person suggests an outrageously high 
price to see if it sticks. More often 
than not, the price is dead on arrival. 
It is intended to be; that is part of the 
trick. 

See, the element of shock allows the 
salesperson to create an illusion of a 
spectacular discount by slashing the 
initially artificially high price. The 
customer then leaves feeling like they 
stumbled onto an incredible deal, too 
good to pass up, even though they left 
with a product they either didn’t want 
or couldn’t afford or, at a minimum, a 
product for which they paid too high a 
price. 

When I read President Biden’s budget 
request, it felt more like I was trapped 
at a kiosk in the middle of the mall or 
being sold a used car by a predatory, 
unscrupulous salesman, not reading a 
serious budget proposal from the Presi-
dent of the United States. So I would 
suggest the President try again be-
cause the spaghetti didn’t stick. We are 
not buying what the President is sell-
ing, and his budget is dead on arrival. 

When the President reached the end 
of his sales pitch, he told us the price: 
a whopping $6.9 trillion. It would cre-
ate a $1.8 trillion deficit in the first 
year alone. Then by 2027, we would 
break the record for the most debt held 
by the public as a percentage of U.S. 
GDP since World War II. 

Utahns are already pinching pennies 
as a result of this approach to budget. 

In August, I stood where I stand now, 
as this body was on the cusp of passing 
the $1.7 trillion omnibus package, and 
read letters I received from Utah con-
stituents. They explained how difficult 
life has become under Biden’s record-
breaking inflation. They described the 
daily choices they were forced to make 
because of how expensive life had be-
come under this administration. 

Jennie from Salt Lake City wrote: 
My annual income is about $30,000 a year. 

I’m panicking. The price of groceries and 
other goods has increased so much, I’m 
struggling financially. I understand my util-
ity bills could double or even triple. I don’t 
know how I can afford to live. 

Since Democrats started their reck-
less spending 2 years ago, prices have 
risen more than 15 percent. Groceries 
are up nearly 20 percent. 

Kevin from Murray, UT, wrote: 
This morning, I filled up my work . . . 

truck. It cost $149. I’m a small business 
[owner], and the price of fuel is a major chal-
lenge for our company of 5 vehicles traveling 
to our various projects. 

President Biden’s energy policies 
caused gas prices to reach $5 and en-
ergy costs to skyrocket. Gas is up 45 
percent, and Biden’s budget will crush 
American energy with $31 billion in 
new taxes. 

I said during that speech that if the 
definition of ‘‘insanity’’ is doing the 
same thing and expecting different re-
sults, then spending more money and 
increasing taxes to reduce inflation 
certainly meets that definition. 

This approach is insane, and the 
President is doubling and then tripling 
down. Rather than address the spend-
ing driving inflation, the Biden admin-
istration continues to blame inflation 
on everything from the pandemic to 
Putin. We know why. The President 
won’t address inflation because he 
wants to spend even more. He wants to 
create the biggest government we have 
ever had and make it more and more 
expensive. 

We have to get this monkey off our 
back, but that can’t be done in dark-
ness. That has to be done while ac-
knowledging the problem that we have 
and addressing it head-on, not obscur-
ing it. 

I want to be clear that the Constitu-
tion tasks Congress with determining 
annual spending and revenue levels, 
not the President’s annual budget pro-
posal, and clearly this is for good rea-
son. We have a constitutional duty 
here to protect our constituents from 
the snake oil salesman hell-bent on 
taking the American people for all 
they are worth, who will leave the 
American people with junk they don’t 
need and a payment they can’t afford. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MUR-
PHY). The Senator from North Caro-
lina. 

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I am here 
to join some of my colleagues to talk 
about President Biden’s budget pro-
posal. I have heard a lot of the floor 
speeches today, and I hear a lot of facts 
and figures that are all very important, 
but sometimes it is kind of hard to 
translate that down to what it means 
around a kitchen table. 

I am actually speaking with a very 
vivid memory of the life I lived as a 
teenager back in the seventies when 
my mother and father, with six kids, 
were always on the economic bubble 
based on what happens in Washington. 

The challenges of working families 
are significant, and the challenges this 
budget presents make them even more 
so. 

I will start off with a couple of facts 
and figures because I think it is impor-
tant. We have had inflation go up at 
about 15 percent since President Biden 
was in office. I am going to talk a little 
bit about that in a minute. 

If you go on Bloomberg or you read 
the Wall Street Journal, they use 
words like ‘‘CPI’’ and ‘‘PCE’’ and all 
these things. That won’t necessarily 
make a lot of sense to folks who 
haven’t studied it, but it does matter 
that grocery prices are up by 20 percent 
since President Biden took office. 

That is a 40-year high. And it also 
matters that rent prices—something 
that my family in the seventies, de-
pending upon what Congress did to us, 
very seldom for us, we would either be 
in a house that my parents owned or a 
house or a trailer that my parents 
rented. And when rents go up like that, 
the choices get fewer and fewer. 

These interest rates—these numbers 
are hurting the American people, but I 
want to go back to the interest rate 
discussion. 

The fact of the matter is, we found 
ourselves in a once-in-a-century chal-
lenge with the global pandemic in 
COVID. And in this body, I joined the 
vast majority of Democrats and Repub-
licans to do everything we had to do to 
make things meet. That is why we did 
the Paycheck Protection Plan, which 
saved hundreds, if not millions, of jobs. 
We did a number of things on a bipar-
tisan basis. 

So I think that we have to look at 
that overall inflation number and see 
how much of that was just necessary so 
that, in our judgment, we could weath-
er a storm that could have created a 
global economic disaster. There are 
some of my Members who say we 
shouldn’t focus on that, but I think we 
need to be honest with the American 
people. 

However, what we have seen since 
President Biden came into office was 
something that really disappointed me, 
as somebody who has worked across 
the aisle a number of different times, 
and that was two partisan bills: one 
that was $1.9 trillion shortly after 
President Biden took office; another 
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one, the so-called—I call it the ‘‘Infla-
tion Production Act’’ because it has 
very little to do with reduction. Its of-
ficial title is the Inflation Reduction 
Act. 

So we are talking about $3 trillion in 
spending, after we had all decided that 
the money that we put out there to 
weather the storm for the global pan-
demic needed to be spent. We even 
raised questions about whether or not 
that money should be spent for what 
we originally intended. The point to 
that is the government had spent 
enough, and then these partisan bills 
took place, and these partisan bills are 
absolutely one of the root causes and 
primary reasons why we are seeing in-
flation today. 

As a matter of fact, the rising infla-
tion is one of the root causes behind 
what we are seeing, and with that in-
terest rates, because when inflation 
goes up and the Federal Reserve wants 
to get inflation back down to 2 per-
cent—we are at 6 percent now. There 
are some people high-fiving over that. I 
don’t know why. Yes, it is down from 7 
percent or so, but we are nowhere near 
where we need to be. 

And inflation happens when govern-
ment spends too much. That is what we 
are seeing happen, and, in fact, because 
of inflation and the need to raise inter-
est rates, now we have banks that have 
failed, largely based on the inflation 
rate exposure and what they are having 
to do when their debts come due. 

So we have a budget that even the 
additional spending—I think the top- 
line number is $6.8 trillion. Now, to be 
fair, in the COVID timeframe, it was a 
little over 4 trillion—I think maybe 
even a little bit north of that but cer-
tainly not at this level. We are spend-
ing too much. And the American fami-
lies, and working families, in par-
ticular, people on that economic bub-
ble, are the ones who are going to suf-
fer the most if we don’t figure out how 
to get it right. 

So we have got a deficit, a deficit in 
this budget. We have got new debt in 
this budget. We have got new taxes in 
this budget. And we have invalid as-
sumptions about where we are today. 

How on Earth can we be making an 
optimistic assumption about inflation 
that is somewhere near 2 percent? Does 
anybody here honestly believe that we 
are going to be high-fiving and being at 
2 percent inflation over the next year 
and a half or 2 years? I don’t believe 
that that is true. But how can you 
make that an underlying assumption 
in the budget—because the President is 
smart, his advisers are smart; they 
know that that is a false premise for a 
budget. 

So it is even worse than it may seem. 
And what makes me sad about this is it 
is really worse for the people who are 
already getting 80 cents on the dollar 
for groceries, for the people who are 
only getting 90 cents on the dollar for 
rent today. It all comes back to the 
people who are struggling the most. 

We should talk about some of the 
other taxes that are in this legislation. 

Energy. Generally speaking, most peo-
ple have to buy gas; they have got to 
heat their homes. Energy taxes are 
going up. I think the estimate that we 
have right now is about $20 billion in 
additional energy taxes. 

I don’t know about you all, but vir-
tually every time I see a tax increase, 
if you wait long enough, you will see 
how that translates into a tax burden 
on working families. It is inevitable. 
Corporations ultimately don’t pay 
taxes. 

When you are going to increase a cor-
porate tax by 30 percent, who ulti-
mately pays for that? Yes, they may be 
able to work around the edges and ab-
sorb some of that, but what they are 
going to do is find a way to get the 
consumer—working families—to pay 
for that. That is how this works. 

That, incidentally, is how the bailout 
of Silicon Valley Bank is going to 
work. It is fair, and it would pass a fact 
check, that the plan that was agreed to 
over the weekend to resolve Silicon 
Valley Bank isn’t a tax in the way that 
we describe a tax. It is that tax you get 
from the IRS, for example. It is that 
tax you get—sales tax at a register. 

Why is this also a hidden tax? Be-
cause do you honestly believe that 
some community bank that is strug-
gling to keep a branch open in an un-
derserved area in rural North Caro-
lina—they are going to make one of 
two choices. They are either going to 
make that banking service more expen-
sive or they are simply going to leave 
that bank. And now we get to 
unbanked and underbanked areas that 
are most hard hit, the ones that actu-
ally have working families who need 
banks to serve them. 

The other thing—I am not going to 
get into details, but I am also very con-
cerned with the signal that President 
Biden has sent on defense. 

There is a plus-up in defense spend-
ing, but the President’s proposed budg-
et—in the worst possible time with all 
the conflicts that we are dealing with— 
the Ukraine conflict, the threat from 
China, the continuing threat in the 
Middle East. Is this really a time to 
send the signal that we are going to 
spend less on national defense? 

We have been trying to get to a 355- 
ship Navy for almost a decade—at least 
8 years, as many years as I have been 
here. I have been on the Senate Armed 
Services Committee for those 8 years, 
and we were always talking about how 
are we going to get to 355? We are just 
under 300 now. 

This budget is suggesting that we 
may even have a smaller Navy than we 
have today, when China has one of the 
largest navies that has ever existed— 
actually, probably the largest navy 
that has ever existed in the history of 
the world. 

So we are prioritizing domestic 
spending; we are turning our back on 
national security; and all the net in-
crease in spending is based on assump-
tions that they are making that will 
ultimately—if they don’t believe it, 

they need to believe it—it is going to 
hurt working families the most. 

Well, the good news about President 
Biden’s budget is that it gives us a 
real, I think, understanding of what his 
priorities are. 

The better news is that that budget 
is not going to pass through Congress 
because we are going to have to work 
on something that is more responsible, 
that is not inflationary, that tries to 
get taxes in line so that people can af-
ford the bill that you will ultimately 
have to pay. 

And I hope that over the next—in the 
coming months that we can have a dis-
cussion about let’s start with the peo-
ple who are hurt most. Let’s look at 
the policies that channel directly into 
making that burden greater, and let’s 
do something good for the United 
States and the hard-working families 
across this country. 

And for that reason, I will do every-
thing I can, Mr. President. You are 
somebody I have worked with on a bi-
partisan basis. I hope that we can get 
the Senate and the House to recognize 
that it is time for us to stand up and 
produce something that puts working 
families at the forefront. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota. 

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I would 
like to join the good Senator from 
North Carolina as well as my col-
leagues in bringing Senate attention to 
the President’s fiscal year 2024 budget. 

At the outset, I want to say I support 
a balanced budget amendment and 
have done so since I first came to the 
Senate. I think that is something that 
we need to pass. We need a balanced 
budget amendment. 

But with that, I do want to comment 
on the Biden administration’s budget 
released last week, which goes in the 
wrong direction. 

President Biden’s $6.9 trillion pro-
posal is full of the same tax-and-spend 
policies that do not balance a budget, 
do not help reduce inflation, and in-
stead they levy taxes on hard-working 
Americans and spend money that we 
don’t have. 

In total, the budget proposes $4.7 tril-
lion—let me repeat that, $4.7 trillion— 
in new taxes on the American people. 

We need to get our fiscal house in 
order, and we do that by controlling 
spending, not again raising taxes on 
hard-working Americans. It is time 
that we come together to reduce our 
debt and deficit and enact responsible 
policies that will reduce inflation and 
lift the burden that our American tax-
payers currently face. 

The President’s budget calls for in-
creasing the corporate tax rate to 28 
percent. This is higher than the aver-
age corporate tax rate in Europe, 
which is currently 21.7 percent, and it 
is even higher than the tax rate in 
China, if you can believe that, which is 
25 percent. 

This policy neglects the fact that tax 
increases like these are ultimately 
passed through to consumers in terms 
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of higher prices for goods and services. 
That is just the reality. 

We know this because in 2021, the 
nonpartisan Joint Committee on Tax-
ation scored a similar corporate tax in-
crease proposal and very clearly came 
back and demonstrated that that tax 
increase would be borne by hard-work-
ing taxpayers and certainly taxpayers 
making less than the $400,000 per year 
that President Biden has talked about. 

Because of this administration’s past 
tax-and-spend policies, just yesterday, 
the updated CPI—Consumer Price 
Index—indicated that prices for goods 
and services in this country continue 
to rise. 

We have seen historic levels of infla-
tion, and a big part of controlling and 
reducing that inflation is controlling 
and reducing overall spending. 

With the latest numbers, unless you 
have gotten at least a 15-percent raise 
since the Biden administration took of-
fice, you have effectively suffered a pay 
cut because the rate of inflation has 
gone up faster than your rate of pay. 

During the previous administration, 
we took a different approach, cutting 
the top corporate rate from 35 percent 
to 21 percent. This approach led to eco-
nomic growth and businesses coming 
back to America, and it also led to 
higher wages for American workers. 

Of particular concern in my State of 
North Dakota are the proposed tax in-
creases on energy production, includ-
ing oil, gas, and coal. In fact, the Biden 
budget proposes to increase taxes by 
$31 billion on fossil fuel companies. 

What the budget fails to recognize is 
that these taxes are borne by con-
sumers in higher prices at the pump— 
when they pull up to the gas station, 
higher prices at the pump, higher elec-
tric bills, and higher costs when they 
go to the grocery stores. That is where 
they are ultimately paid. 

We need to produce more energy. We 
need to create incentives to produce 
more energy in this country to bring 
down the cost of energy. There is an 
energy component in almost every 
product that you can think of, and we 
need to find ways to produce more en-
ergy to help increase supply and reduce 
the cost of energy. That will help with 
inflation across the board. 

Furthermore, taxes like these only 
help oil-producing countries like Rus-
sia, Iran, and Venezuela—countries 
that have far inferior environmental 
standards to those here in the United 
States. That makes no sense—no sense 
at all. 

My colleagues and I worked with the 
last administration to put in place 
policies that made our country not 
only energy independent but energy 
dominant—energy dominant. More en-
ergy, more supply helped reduce the 
cost of energy. That benefited con-
sumers in their pocketbook. It also cre-
ated more jobs and increased the wages 
in the jobs we have. That benefited the 
American worker. 

Energy security is also a national se-
curity issue, making us less dependent 

on our adversaries and helping our al-
lies—helping our allies so that they 
don’t have to depend on energy from 
our adversaries. Look at what is going 
on in Europe right now, with our sup-
port and Western Europe’s support for 
Ukraine at the same time Europe is 
looking to get energy from Russia, a 
country which has invaded Ukraine. 
Yeah, that makes no sense. 

We need to return to policies that 
incentivize energy production in this 
country, not tax the very energy pro-
ducers that produce more energy in 
this country with better environmental 
stewardship than anywhere else in the 
world. 

Also, on defense, the budget falls 
short on defense. While on paper the 
budget proposes increased defense 
spending in 2024, it fails to take into 
account the incredible inflation costs 
which have been generated by this ad-
ministration’s tax-and-spend policies. 

Our current threat, obviously, not 
only with what we see in Europe but 
globally, we can only respond to with a 
position of strength—strength. This 
budget would result in just the oppo-
site—a smaller Army, fewer Navy 
ships, fewer Air Force aircraft. We need 
to support our men and women in uni-
form by providing them with the re-
sources they need to address the global 
threats posed by our adversaries. 

In conclusion, the President’s budget 
is the wrong proposal at the wrong 
time. Congress must work to find sav-
ings, reduce our debt and deficit, and 
responsibly fund our priorities without 
increasing taxes on hard-working 
American taxpayers. 

As a member of the Senate Appro-
priations Committee and the ranking 
member of the Ag Appropriations Sub-
committee, I look forward to working 
on the fiscal year 2024 appropriations 
bills and enacting commonsense legis-
lation that meets our country’s needs 
while facing our fiscal realities and 
working to get our debt and deficit 
under control. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Mississippi. 
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President, I 

rise today to also express my dis-
appointment in the fiscal year 2024 
budget submitted to Congress by Presi-
dent Biden. As a fiscal conservative, I 
have serious concerns about the direc-
tion this budget proposes to take our 
country. It fails to address the real 
needs of our Nation and instead dou-
bles down on failed policies. 

Americans continue to suffer from 
the worst inflation since the Carter ad-
ministration—inflation set off by 
President Biden’s reckless tax-and- 
spend agenda. Consumer prices have 
risen 15 percent since Biden took office. 
These are real numbers. People in my 
home State of Mississippi and across 
this country continue to see their 
hard-earned savings dwindle and their 
paychecks stretched thin by higher 
prices for everything from groceries to 
gasoline and basic utilities. 

After 2 years of trudging through this 
economy, Americans truly need help. 
However, President Biden’s budget will 
do anything but help. The President’s 
$7 trillion budget for 2024 will result in 
massive spending increases that will 
further exacerbate our already signifi-
cant debt and deficit problems. Re-
member, reckless spending is the major 
reason prices took off in the first place. 

We simply cannot afford to spend at 
this level and continue passing on the 
burden of our current and growing debt 
to future generations. 

What is more, this proposal includes 
$4.7 trillion in new or increased taxes— 
the largest tax hike since the 1960s. 
These tax hikes would stifle economic 
growth, discourage investment, and ul-
timately harm the very people the 
President’s budget is supposed to help. 

The President is asking Congress to 
hike the individual Federal income tax 
rate up from 37 percent to 39.6 percent, 
not including the surtaxes with that. 
This proposal would push tax increases 
on even more hard-working Americans. 
Make no mistake, this proposal does 
not ‘‘tax the rich,’’ as my colleagues 
across the aisle love to say; it raises 
taxes on middle-class Americans. 

The President’s proposed tax in-
creases may raise revenue in the short 
term to support his big spending, Big 
Government schemes, but they amount 
to distraction and to only gimmicks. 

There is little chance these massive 
tax increases will see the light of day, 
but even if they did, the Biden tax 
hikes would not address the underlying 
issues of our ballooning national debt. 

The nonpartisan Congressional Budg-
et Office projects that the Federal Gov-
ernment will spend over $10 trillion on 
interest alone in the next 10 years. 
Think about that for a moment—$10 
trillion on interest payments alone. 
Unbelievable. As we pay more and 
more on debt interest payments, there 
will be less available to use on critical 
and important priorities like Senator 
HOEVEN mentioned: national defense, 
infrastructure, healthcare, or edu-
cation. 

I recently reintroduced a constitu-
tional balanced-budget amendment be-
cause I am very concerned about the 
future of this great Nation. In con-
trast, President Biden’s 2024 budget 
plan sends a clear signal that he and 
his administration are not serious 
about controlling the national debt or 
even reducing annual deficit spending. 
He may talk about it, but this budget 
says otherwise. 

It is our responsibility as elected of-
ficials of the American people to 
strengthen our Nation, not to leave it 
saddled with unsustainable debt that 
puts everything at risk, including enti-
tlement programs that hard-working 
Americans have paid into their entire 
lives. 

President Biden’s budget is a dis-
appointment and falls short in address-
ing serious challenges, such as getting 
our fiscal house in order, securing the 
border, unleashing American energy, 
and so much more. 
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We all know the President’s budget 

was received dead on arrival, but it sig-
nals the starting point to the annual 
budget process. It is my hope that 
wiser minds on both sides of the aisle 
will prevail as Congress embarks on 
the 2024 budget and appropriations 
process. 

Americans are already pinching pen-
nies, taking on debt, and struggling to 
pay their bills, and they deserve much, 
much more. They deserve relief, and 
our Nation needs relief in the form of 
tried-and-true just pure fiscal responsi-
bility. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Illinois. 
REMEMBERING JUDITH HEUMANN 

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. President, I 
come to the floor today with a heavy 
yet full heart to pay tribute to some-
one I owe so much to, someone who 
millions of Americans living with dis-
abilities owe so much to, Judy 
Heumann. 

To honor her, I want to start by de-
scribing the environment we are in for 
those who may be listening in who may 
be visually impaired. We are in the 
United States Senate Chambers. I am 
sitting in the top row of chairs. I am 
sitting in my wheelchair. I am an 
Asian-American woman with brown 
hair, and I am wearing my signature 
red lipstick, just as Judy used to wear. 

Judy was more than a friend; she was 
a personal hero to me. She was a per-
son who devoted her life to expanding 
disability rights, to making sure that 
accessibility in this country is not an 
afterthought but, in fact, is the norm. 

She worked so hard because she rec-
ognized a simple truth: that everyone, 
whether they know it or not, is just 1 
day, 1 split-second away from acquiring 
a disability and needing the protec-
tions and rights that too many take for 
granted, rights that every American 
deserves. 

You know, when I earned my dis-
ability in 2004, I actually considered 
myself pretty lucky. I say ‘‘lucky’’ be-
cause when I got home from Iraq, the 
Rehabilitation Act had been the law of 
the land for more than 30 years, and 
the Americans with Disabilities Act 
had been in place for more than a dec-
ade, both of which Judy had fought 
tirelessly to implement and, in fact, 
was the author of, and both of which 
empowered people like me to lead full 
lives. So, yes, pretty darn lucky be-
cause I wouldn’t be able to roll my 
wheelchair through the maze of the 
Capitol Building and onto the Senate 
floor today to give this speech without 
those laws or without the unwavering 
advocacy and leadership of Judy 
Heumann. 

You see, Judy passed her exams to 
earn a teaching license before people 
with disabilities had equal protections 
under the law, but she was denied that 
license by the school board even 
though she passed the exams—denied it 
just because of so-called concerns 
about legal liability in the workplace 
because she had a disability. 

They said that because Judy used a 
wheelchair, she represented a fire haz-
ard and couldn’t safely teach in a class-
room. Judy, rightfully so, wasn’t going 
to take that for an answer, so she got 
to work. She worked and she worked 
and she worked. She fought and she 
fought some more. She made a fuss. 
She caused what civil rights giant 
John Lewis called ‘‘good trouble.’’ 

It is in large part because of her 
never giving up that the Rehabilitation 
Act exists, that the ADA exists, and 
that my full, wonderful, beautifully 
chaotic life is possible. For that and for 
so much more, I will be forever grateful 
for Judy Heumann. 

Judy passed away earlier this month, 
but what she lived for will live on for-
ever. I will never forget the hard- 
earned lessons she taught me about 
what it means to truly fight for our 
civil rights, to keep up that work day 
after day after day, and to make sure 
we empower those who come next to 
continue reaching toward a more just 
and more accessible future. 

In her name, I will forever keep striv-
ing to bring about that better tomor-
row when people with disabilities won’t 
have to work so hard just to live our 
daily lives. 

Rest in power, Judy. We miss you al-
ready. 

190TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE U.S. PARTNERSHIP 
WITH THAILAND 

Mr. President, ‘‘sawadee ka.’’ I come 
to the floor today to commemorate a 
special moment, the 190th anniversary 
of the U.S. partnership with the King-
dom of Thailand. 

I am an American, but my Thai her-
itage makes me a living example of the 
unshakeable bond between our two na-
tions. 

Our nations have a long, long history 
of friendship. For centuries, our coun-
tries have learned from and leaned on 
each other militarily, diplomatically, 
economically, culturally—you name it. 
From the environment to our econo-
mies, national security to cyber secu-
rity, we have helped one another grow 
and evolve, adapting to a world that is 
evermore connected, adapting to an era 
in which technology allows allies half a 
world away to be there for each other 
in half an instant. 

There is a reason Thailand is often 
called Washington’s oldest ally in Asia. 
Ever since an American ship landed on 
Thailand’s shores more than 200 years 
ago, ever since President Andrew Jack-
son and Thai King Rama III signed the 
Treaty of Amity and Cooperation for-
malizing peaceful relations between 
our countries, ever since King Mongkut 
offered to send elephants to President 
Abraham Lincoln an ocean away, our 
nations have proven that there is no 
greater asset than a partner you can 
count on in times of both peace and 
conflict. Time after time, we have 
worked side by side to catch the bad 
actors running international criminal 
networks, to give humanitarian relief 
to those who need it, to keep the peace 
far beyond our own borders. 

We have seen our shared interests 
and values manifest time after time 
over the past 190 years. To name just a 
few examples, more than 300,000 people 
of Thai descent—myself included—live 
in the United States today, and thou-
sands more come to study every semes-
ter. 

The jointly run Armed Forces Re-
search Institute of Medical Sciences 
has been at the forefront of research on 
infectious diseases since the 1960s, de-
veloping treatment for a host of dis-
eases that have saved millions of lives 
in both our countries and around the 
world. 

Under a 2002 framework, hundreds of 
U.S. companies have invested in Thai-
land, fueling bilateral trade of over $74 
billion in 2020 alone. 

And, during World War II, the United 
States worked with Thai students in 
the United States and dissidents inside 
Thailand to create the Free Thai Move-
ment. Then, our security alliance was 
eventually formalized under the Ma-
nila Pact of 1954 and the Thanat-Rusk 
communique in 1962. And, now, the 
Joint U.S. Military Assistance Group 
in Thailand helps organize more than 
400 joint exercises per year, including 
Cobra Gold, the largest multilateral 
exercise in the Indo-Pacific region. 

In 2023, with more and more geo-
political threats rising by the day, the 
strength of our bond is as important as 
ever. Our alliance provides some sense 
of stability amidst that chaos and 
some sense of security amidst the un-
predictability. It helps to make a ten-
uous situation a little bit more ten-
able. 

In just a few months, Thailand will 
hold national elections for the second 
time since the military coup of 2014. As 
in other countries, Thailand’s path to 
democracy has had its challenges. 
There have been setbacks as well as ad-
vances. But in this moment, I know I 
speak for my colleagues in this Cham-
ber when I say we look forward to an 
election that is free and fair, an elec-
tion that cements Thailand on the road 
to a stable democratic system based on 
the rule of law, civilian authority, and 
respect for internationally recognized 
human rights. 

Let me just close by saying: For the 
progress that Thailand has made to-
ward that more democratic future, for 
the friendship our two nations have 
shared, as well as for all the years that 
I was lucky enough to call Thailand 
my home as a child, I am endlessly 
grateful, and I am forever proud to call 
myself an American of Thai descent. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Georgia. 
SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF ATLANTA SPA 

SHOOTINGS 
Mr. WARNOCK. Mr. President, I rise 

today to reflect on a dark day in Geor-
gia. It was 2 years ago today that a 
hateful act of violence shook metro-
politan Atlanta and reverberated 
across our State, our Nation, and the 
world. 
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In the span of a few hours, our sense 

of safety and sanctuary was ripped 
apart by bullets born out of hate and 
fear—an issue, Mr. President, you 
know very well and have engaged on 
many sad occasions. 

Two years ago, in Georgia, eight peo-
ple lost their lives—eight people loved 
by their families, their friends, by their 
children. They should never become 
numbers or statistics—eight souls, 
eight people, with their own successes 
and struggles, their hopes and dreams. 
We speak their names: Soon Chung 
Park, Hyun Jung Grant, Suncha Kim, 
Yong Ae Yue, Delaina Ashley Yaun 
Gonzalez, Paul Andre Michels, Xiaojie 
Tan, and Daoyou Feng. 

My heart aches for these Georgians 
and for their families, for whom these 
wounds still fester. The comfort pro-
vided by a family is still not enough to 
fill the empty seat at the dinner table 
or those times when a family member, 
out of routine, picks up the phone to 
dial and remembers in the moment 
that there is nobody on the other end 
of that call. 

As a pastor, I believe in the sacred 
worth of every human being. I believe 
that we are a mixture of dust and di-
vinity, of sod and sky, beauty and pos-
sibility. That is why I ask now that ev-
eryone who is here will join me in a 
moment of silence. Let us remember 
these eight Georgians and pray for 
their families. 

(Moment of silence.) 
God, in Your mercy remember them 

and strengthen us to do the work. 
Amen. 

Importantly, I must mention, this at-
tack was meant to harm Georgia’s 
Asian-American community, and espe-
cially women of Asian descent. Unfor-
tunately, this awful act that happened 
in Georgia is not isolated but, rather, 
part of the same trend of growing hate 
and violence which has caused pain to 
so many of us, especially members of 
the AAPI community. 

In recent years, anti-Asian hate 
crimes have increased significantly— 
more than 300 percent, according to 
media reports. And, at the same time, 
we have seen acts of hate rise against 
our Jewish brothers and sisters; 
against our Muslim friends and neigh-
bors; yes, against the LGBTQ-plus 
community and our trans brothers and 
sisters; and against the sense of safety 
our students have felt at our histori-
cally Black colleges and universities. 

So I think back to how Georgians 
charted a path forward for our Nation 2 
years ago. Two years ago, we came to-
gether and reminded each other that 
the only way to face the future is to 
love one another, to be respectful of 
our different histories, while focused 
on our shared future. 

Georgia’s greatest son, that great 
American, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
said it best. He said: 

We are tied in a single garment of destiny, 
caught up in an inescapable network of mu-
tuality. Whatever affects one directly, af-
fects all indirectly. 

That terrible act of violence we wit-
nessed on March 16, 2021, ought to re-
mind us that we all have a stake in 
each other’s well-being, that it is our 
duty to stay committed to a peace that 
recognizes that we are in this together. 

So I want to say to my AAPI sisters 
and brothers, I want to say to all of my 
neighbors that I see you, and I will 
continue to stand with you against 
hate and against violence. 

So let us continue working together 
to stop Asian hate, to stop the 
scapegoating that often emerges, sadly, 
in political speech, and to create what 
Dr. King called the beloved commu-
nity. It is a community where every-
body, no matter their skin color, their 
ethnicity, their sexual orientation, 
their religious background, or if they 
claim no religious tradition at all, can 
live a life of fulfillment and joy with-
out the fear of facing hate and un-
speakable violence. 

Let’s keep doing the work. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

JUDICIAL CONFIRMATIONS 
Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I 

rise today to celebrate the confirma-
tion of four qualified, exemplary public 
servants who will now serve as district 
court judges in California. 

One month ago, we celebrated a land-
mark achievement of the Biden Presi-
dency: 100 Federal judges confirmed by 
the Senate. That is worthy of being 
celebrated by all Americans because, 
from the moment President Biden en-
tered office, he set out to nominate 
candidates with a diverse range of legal 
and life experience. We sought to work 
together to build a Federal bench that 
looks like the America that it serves. 

With the confirmations of Judge 
Daniel Calabretta, Ms. Araceli Mar-
tinez-Olguin, Judge James Simmons, 
Jr., and Judge Andrew Schopler, we are 
once again fulfilling that commitment 
and putting forth the best of the great 
State of California and the best that 
our country has to offer. 

Now, earlier this year, we confirmed 
Judge Daniel Calabretta to the U.S. 
District Court for the Eastern District 
of California. Judge Calabretta is an 
exceptional nominee with the quali-
fications to serve in the Eastern Dis-
trict with distinction. He earned his 
B.A. from Princeton University and his 
J.D. from the University of Chicago 
Law School. 

Since then, his nearly two-decade 
legal career has been defined by a com-
mitment to serving the public’s inter-
ests. Before he was appointed to the 
California Superior Court in 2019, his 
career spanned from the California De-
partment of Justice to the U.S. Court 

of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, and 
from Sacramento, CA, to the Supreme 
Court. In each and every role, he has 
demonstrated a keen legal mind and a 
clear commitment to justice. 

But beyond his exceptional legal cre-
dentials, he brings a valuable diversity 
of life experience to the Eastern Dis-
trict, a court with one of the highest 
average per-judge workloads in the 
country. 

Judge Calabretta’s confirmation 
makes him the first openly gay man to 
serve on the U.S. District Court for the 
Eastern District of California, bringing 
a voice and experience not yet rep-
resented in such a role. But I am con-
fident, with his experience, his acumen, 
and his judgments, that he will be a 
tremendous asset for the millions of 
people that he will now serve. 

Now, 2 weeks ago, this body con-
firmed Araceli Martinez-Olguin to 
serve on the U.S. District Court for the 
Northern District of California. Born in 
Mexico City but raised in Northern 
California, Ms. Martinez-Olguin re-
ceived her bachelor’s degree from 
Princeton University. She then re-
turned home to California to work as a 
kindergarten teacher before attending 
the UC Berkeley School of Law. 

She spent her career representing 
those who all too often are overlooked 
by the legal system: immigrants, low- 
income women, and women of color. 
Ms. Martinez-Olguin has experience at 
community legal service organizations, 
as well as the Department of Education 
and the National Immigration Law 
Center. 

She has litigated at every level of our 
Federal courts in States across the 
country and has established herself as 
a respected leader and expert in the 
legal community. Her commitment to 
fighting for the greater good, her de-
cency, and her experience will serve 
the Northern District well, and I thank 
my colleagues for supporting her nomi-
nation. 

Now, just last week, we confirmed 
Judge James Simmons, Jr., to the U.S. 
District Court for the Southern Dis-
trict of California. Born in Inglewood, 
CA, Judge Simmons was raised by a 
single mother in the proud working- 
class and very diverse community of 
South Los Angeles. 

Judge Simmons was the first person 
in his family to graduate from college 
when he earned his undergraduate de-
gree from UC Berkeley and then, later, 
his J.D. from Golden Gate University 
School of Law. 

Soon after, he became a deputy city 
attorney in San Diego before working 
his way up to serve as a deputy district 
attorney for San Diego County for over 
a decade. In 2017, Judge Simmons was 
appointed to the Superior Court of 
California for San Diego County. 

Looking back, in my conversation 
with him, I had the opportunity to ask 
him a specific question: why he wanted 
to become a prosecutor as opposed to 
working with defendants. And Judge 
Simmons very articulately said, well, 
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it is because that is where he could do 
the most good. And he explained why. 
He felt it was important for people like 
him to bring their experiences and 
backgrounds to the role of prosecutor, 
someone with an understanding for de-
fendants with backgrounds similar to 
his own. Now Judge Simmons will 
bring his good work to the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Southern District of 
California. 

Finally, just last week, we also con-
firmed Judge Andrew Schopler to the 
U.S. District Court for the Southern 
District of California. Judge Schopler 
earned his undergraduate degree from 
Dartmouth College and his J.D. from 
Harvard Law School. He then briefly 
worked as a public defender before 
joining a criminal defense law firm. 

In 2004, he earned his spot as an as-
sistant U.S. attorney in the Southern 
District of California, where he served 
until 2016, eventually rising to the po-
sition of deputy section chief of the 
Major Frauds and Special Prosecutions 
Unit. Given his exemplary work ethic, 
he was then selected to serve as mag-
istrate judge in the Southern District. 

But his service to our country ex-
tends beyond the bench. In 2014, at the 
age of 43, Judge Schopler chose to join 
the California National Guard as a 
judge advocate. He worked to obtain an 
age and medical waiver to serve. In 
2018, he deployed to Afghanistan as 
part of Operation Freedom’s Sentinel. 
He earned the Bronze Star for his serv-
ice and was promoted to the rank of 
major. 

He has committed his career to pro-
tecting our freedoms truly, at home 
and abroad, and I am proud this body 
came together to support his confirma-
tion. 

I am so grateful for all four of these 
newly confirmed judges’ willingness to 
serve our country, and I know Cali-
fornia and the country will be a strong-
er, more just place because of them and 
because of their service. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
VOTE ON CHAUDHARY NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Chaudhary nomination? 

Mr. PADILLA. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant executive clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) and the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) are necessarily 
absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the 
Senator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the 
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. MCCON-
NELL), and the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. YOUNG). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG) 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 65, 
nays 29, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 58 Ex.] 
YEAS—65 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boozman 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hyde-Smith 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Romney 

Rosen 
Rounds 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 

NAYS—29 

Blackburn 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Cassidy 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Johnson 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
Mullin 

Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Tuberville 
Vance 

NOT VOTING—6 

Barrasso 
Cruz 

Feinstein 
Fetterman 

McConnell 
Young 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

OSSOFF). Under the previous order, the 
motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table, and the 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 

to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 18, Laura 
Taylor-Kale, of California, to be an Assistant 
Secretary of Defense (New Position). 

Charles E. Schumer, Jack Reed, Richard 
J. Durbin, Sheldon Whitehouse, Martin 
Heinrich, Tim Kaine, Tammy Baldwin, 
Ben Ray Luján, Tammy Duckworth, 
John W. Hickenlooper, Amy Klobuchar, 
Jeanne Shaheen, Benjamin L. Cardin, 
Edward J. Markey, Alex Padilla, Mar-
garet Wood Hassan, Catherine Cortez 
Masto. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Laura Taylor-Kale, of California, to 
be an Assistant Secretary of Defense, 
shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) and the Senator from Pennsyl-

vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) are necessarily 
absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the 
Senator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the 
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. MCCON-
NELL), and the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. YOUNG). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG) 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 68, 
nays 26, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 59 Ex.] 

YEAS—68 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boozman 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cramer 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 

Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 

Ricketts 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 

NAYS—26 

Blackburn 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Cassidy 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Daines 
Hagerty 

Hawley 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
Mullin 
Paul 

Risch 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Tuberville 
Vance 

NOT VOTING—6 

Barrasso 
Cruz 

Feinstein 
Fetterman 

McConnell 
Young 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. HAS-
SAN). On this vote, the yeas are 68, the 
nays are 26. 

The motion is agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Laura Taylor- 
Kale, of California, to be an Assistant 
Secretary of Defense. (New Position). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the con-
firmation vote on the Taylor-Kale 
nomination be at a time to be deter-
mined by the majority leader in con-
sultation with the Republican leader; 
further, that the cloture motions filed 
during yesterday’s session ripen at 
11:30 a.m. on Thursday, March 16; that 
following the cloture vote on the 
Clarke nomination and notwith-
standing rule XXII, the Senate resume 
legislative session and vote on the mo-
tion to invoke cloture on the motion to 
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proceed to Calendar No. 25, S. 316; fur-
ther, that if cloture is invoked on the 
Clarke nomination, at 1:30 p.m., the 
Senate resume legislative session, all 
postcloture debate time be considered 
expired, and the Senate vote on the 
confirmation of the nomination; fi-
nally, if any nominations are con-
firmed during Thursday’s session, the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table and the 
President be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s actions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and 
be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMEMBERING JUDITH ‘‘JUDY’’ 
HEUMANN 

Mr. SANDERS. Madam President, I 
wish to commemorate the life of Judy 
Heumann, a leader in the disability 
rights movement, who passed away on 
March 4. 

Judy was an internationally recog-
nized leader in the disability commu-
nity. She was instrumental in the de-
velopment and implementation of 
major disability rights legislation, in-
cluding the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act—IDEA—the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, and the UN Conven-
tion on the Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities. 

She was a true public servant having 
served as the Assistant Secretary for 
the Office of Special Education and Re-
habilitative Services in the Depart-
ment of Education from 1993 to 2001 
and as the first Special Advisor for 
International Disability Rights at the 
Department of State from 2010 to 2017. 
In 1974, she helped develop legislation 
that became the IDEA while working 
on the Senate Committee on Labor and 
Public Welfare—now the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions, which I am proud to chair. 

Judy became known as the ‘‘mother 
of the disability rights movement’’ 
when she fought to implement the Re-
habilitation Act. Her activism was a 
defining moment in the disability and 
civil rights movement paving the way 
for the future legislation. 

Judy changed the world for the one 
in four Americans living with a dis-
ability and one in six individuals with 
disabilities around the world. I join the 
disability community in honoring her 
contributions to the disability and 
civil rights movement. 

Judy was feisty in her many roles 
fighting for disability rights. And she 

will be remembered for the impacts her 
advocacy made to improve the lives of 
people with disabilities. 

May the memory of Judy Heumann 
be for a blessing. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING IDAHO’S 
COMMUNITY COLLEGES 

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Madam President, along 
with my colleagues Senator JIM RISCH, 
Representative MIKE SIMPSON and Rep-
resentative RUSS FULCHER, we honor 
Idaho’s community colleges in recogni-
tion of Community College Month and 
commend them for contributing to the 
success of Idahoans. 

The designation of April as Commu-
nity College Month by the American 
Association of Community Colleges 
and the Association of Community Col-
lege Trustees provides an opportunity 
to acknowledge the important role Ida-
ho’s community colleges have in en-
hancing Idahoans’ quality of life and 
contributing to Idaho’s economic 
growth. 

Idaho’s community colleges prepare 
young people and adults throughout 
our great State for postsecondary edu-
cation, successful careers, and produc-
tive lives. We are fortunate to have 
community colleges working hard to 
fuel the ingenuity and skill to advance 
students to Idaho’s 4-year institutions 
and provide dual enrollment opportuni-
ties for students pursuing advanced 
learning while in high school. Accord-
ing to statistics from the Idaho State 
Board of Education, nearly 142,000 dual 
credits were earned at our 2-year insti-
tutions in fiscal year 2022, meaning 
community colleges are giving Idaho 
high school students considerable op-
portunities to kickstart their higher 
educations. 

They also help keep pace with an 
ever-changing job market as they help 
grow the skills needed to prepare stu-
dents to meet the requirements of pro-
gressing in Idaho’s workforce. The 
Idaho State Board of Education found a 
notable 75 percent of graduates from 2- 
year institutions are employed in 
Idaho 1 year after graduation, and 
Idaho residents with an associate’s de-
gree earn $41,197 more than those with-
out a degree. 

Our State is brimming with 
innovators and cutting-edge busi-
nesses. Community colleges are central 
partners in our communities fostering 
ideas and helping to meet the needs of 
area students and small businesses. 
Thank you to Idaho’s community col-
leges for the important role they play 
in fueling Idaho achievement and 
growth.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING J.E. JAKE FISHER 

∑ Mr. SCHMITT. Madam President, I 
rise today to honor the life and mem-
ory of T.E. ‘‘Jake’’ Fisher, of 
Portageville, MO. 

Jake Fisher was well known for his 
time as director of the University of 
Missouri’s Delta Research Center, in 
Portageville, MO, which was renamed 
the ‘‘Fisher’’ Delta Research, Exten-
sion, and Education Center in Jake’s 
honor after his retirement in 2011. Jake 
began his career at the Delta Research 
Center in 1961 and worked his way up 
from farm worker to director by 1989, 
until his retirement after more than 50 
years with the University of Missouri. 
To commemorate Jake’s service to the 
University of Missouri, the College of 
Agriculture, Food, and Natural Re-
sources created the T.E. Jake Fisher 
Scholarship Fund, to continue Jake’s 
huge legacy of encouraging students 
from the Bootheel region to attend 
Mizzou. 

Jake’s devotion to his community 
and the State of Missouri will never be 
forgotten. He served on numerous 
boards over the years and maintained 
connections with folks across the 
State. One of his most passionate roles 
was president of the Pemiscot-Dunklin 
Electric Cooperative Board of Direc-
tors, a position he held until his retire-
ment in September of 2022. He also held 
positions on the boards of the M&A 
Electric Power Cooperative and the As-
sociated Electric Cooperative. 

Jake was a fine man that will forever 
be remembered for possessing a heart 
of gold and an enormous friendly pres-
ence. I had the distinct honor of meet-
ing Jake at the Annual Fisher Delta 
Research Center Field Days, an event 
where thousands of guests from across 
the State of Missouri gather to cele-
brate agriculture, Southeast Missouri, 
and life-long learning. I ask my Senate 
colleagues to join me in honoring the 
life of Mr. Jake Fisher, and I offer my 
sincerest condolences to his wife 
Shelly, daughter Stacey, and remain-
ing family and friends during this dif-
ficult time of mourning.∑ 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–676. A communication from the Acting 
Chief of the Office of Regulatory Affairs, Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Ex-
plosives, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Factoring Criteria for Firearms with 
Attached ‘Stabilizing Braces’ ’’ (RIN1140– 
AA55) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on February 27, 2023; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–677. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting a legislative proposal entitled ‘‘Author-
ity to Permit Continued Presence in the 
United States’’; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

EC–678. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘General Schedule Locality Pay 
Areas’’ (RIN3206–AO40) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on February 
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27, 2023; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–679. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Prevailing Rate Systems; Defini-
tion of San Mateo County, California, to a 
Nonappropriated Fund Federal Wage System 
Wage Area’’ (RIN3206–AO46) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 27, 2023; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–680. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Term and Temporary Employ-
ment’’ (RIN3206–AN92) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on February 
27, 2023; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–681. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Enhancing Stability and Flexi-
bility for the Federal Long Term Care Insur-
ance Program (FLTCIP)-Abbreviated Under-
writing, Applications for FLTCIP Coverage, 
and Technical Corrections’’ (RIN3206–AO21) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 27, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–682. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Probation on Initial Appointment 
to a Competitive Position, Performance- 
Based Reduction in Grade and Removal Ac-
tions and Adverse Actions’’ (RIN3206–AO23) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 27, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–683. A communication from the Asso-
ciate General Counsel for General Law, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report relative to a 
vacancy in the position of Assistant Sec-
retary/Director, Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE), Department of Homeland 
Security, received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on February 27, 2023; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–684. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management, the 
President’s Pay Agent, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a report relative to the extension 
of locality based comparability payments; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–685. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the Office of In-
spector General’s Semiannual Report and 
the Management Response for the period of 
April 1, 2022 through September 30, 2022; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–686. A communication from the Comp-
troller General of the United States, Govern-
ment Accountability Office, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report relative to the Of-
fice’s audit of the United States govern-
ment’s fiscal years 2022 and 2021 consolidated 
financial statements; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–687. A communication from the Board 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Farm 
Credit Administration, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the Administration’s Fiscal Year 
2022–2023 Federal Information Security Man-
agement Act (FISMA) and Privacy Manage-
ment Report; to the Committees on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry; Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs; Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation; and Ap-
propriations. 

EC–688. A communication from the Regula-
tions Coordinator, Administration for Chil-
dren and Families, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Native 
American Programs’’ (RIN0970–AC88) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on March 6, 2023; to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

EC–689. A communication from the Regula-
tion Development Coordinator, Office of Reg-
ulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Change in Rates that VA Pays for Special 
Modes of Transportation’’ (RIN2900–AP89) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 27, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs . 

EC–690. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report of the continuation of 
the national emergency with respect to Cuba 
that was originally declared in Proclamation 
6867 of March 1, 1996; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science , and Transportation. 

EC–691. A communication from the Attor-
ney for Regulatory Affairs Division, Office of 
the General Counsel, Consumer Product 
Safety Commission, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Safety 
Standard for Operating Cords on Custom 
Window Coverings’’ (Docket No. CPSC–2013– 
0028) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on February 27, 2023; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–692. A communication from the Biolo-
gist Office of Protected Resources Direc-
torate, National Marine Fisheries Service, 
Department of Commerce, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Taking of Marine Mammals Incidental to 
Commercial Fishing Operations; Atlantic 
Large Whale Take Reduction Plan Regula-
tions’’ (RIN0648–BM05) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on March 6, 
2023; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–693. A communication from the Deputy 
Managing Director, Office of Managing Di-
rector, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Establishment of the 
Space Bureau and the Office of International 
Affairs and Reorganization of the Consumer 
and Governmental Affairs Bureau and the 
Office of the Managing Director’’ ((FCC 23–1) 
(MD Docket No. 23–12)) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on February 
27, 2023; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–694. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Normal 
and Transport Category Rotorcraft Certifi-
cation’’ ((RIN2120–AK80) (Docket No. FAA– 
2017–0990)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on February 27, 2023; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–695. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Standard 
Instrument Approach Procedures, and Take-
off Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce-
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments; Amend-
ment No. 4046’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 
31470)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on February 27, 2023; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–696. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 

Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Standard 
Instrument Approach Procedures, and Take-
off Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce-
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments; Amend-
ment No. 4045’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 
31469)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on February 27, 2023; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–697. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘IFR Alti-
tudes; Miscellaneous Amendments; Amend-
ment No. 570’’ ((RIN2120–AA63) (Docket No. 
31471)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on January 19, 2023; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–698. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend-
ment of Class E Airspace; Multiple Missouri 
Towns’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA– 
2022–1317)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on February 27, 2023; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–699. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend-
ment of Class E Airspace; Marshalltown, IA’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2022–1224)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 27, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–700. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Establish-
ment of Class E Airspace; Union Springs, 
AL’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2022– 
1262)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on February 27, 2023; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–701. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Establish-
ment of Class E Airspace; Fertile, MN’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2022–0352)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 27, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–702. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend-
ment of Class E Airspace; Austin, MN’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2022–1464)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 27, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–703. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend-
ment of Class E Airspace; Minocqua-Wood-
ruff, WI’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA– 
2022–1465)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on February 27, 2023; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 
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EC–704. A communication from the Man-

agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend-
ment of Class D and E Airspace and Revoca-
tion of Class E Airspace; Topeka, KS’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2022–1557)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 27, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–705. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend-
ment of Class D and Class E Airspace and 
Revocation of Class E Airspace; Alton/St. 
Louis, IL’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. 
FAA–2022–1466)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on February 27, 2023; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC–706. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend-
ment of Class D and Class E Airspace; Mes-
quite and Dallas-Fort Worth, TX’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2022–1556)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on February 27, 2023; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–707. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Establish-
ment of Area Navigation (RNAV) Route T– 
465; Northcentral United States’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2022–1260)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on February 27, 2023; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–708. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Establish-
ment of Area Navigation (RNAV) Routes; 
Eastern United States’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) 
(Docket No. FAA–2022–0932)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 27, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–709. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend-
ment of Restricted Areas-R2204 Oliktok 
Point High and R–2204 Olitktok Point Low; 
AK’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2023– 
0307)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on February 27, 2023; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–710. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend-
ment of Alaskan Federal Airway V–531 Near 
Point Hope, AK’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket 
No. FAA–2022–0540)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on February 27, 
2023; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science , and Transportation. 

EC–711. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revoca-
tion of Alaskan Airway V–621 Near Atqasuk, 
AK’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2022– 
0541)) received in the Office of the President 

of the Senate on February 27, 2023; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–712. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend-
ment of V–181 and T–400, and Revocation of 
V–250 and the Yankton, SD, Low Altitude 
Reporting Point in the Vicinity of Yankton, 
SD’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2022– 
1115)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on February 27, 2023; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–713. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Airbus SAS Airplanes; 
Amendment 39–22297’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2022–1166)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 27, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–714. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Airbus SAS Airplanes; 
Amendment 39–22295’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2022–1295)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 27, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–715. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Airubs Helicopters; Amend-
ment 39–22298’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. 
FAA–2022–0987)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on February 27, 2023; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC–716. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Learjet, Inc., Airplanes; 
Amendment 39–22299’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2022–0991)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 27, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–717. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Continental Aerospace Tech-
nologies, Inc. Reciprocating Engines With a 
Certain Superior Air Parts, intake Valve In-
stalled; Amendment 39–22319’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2023–0027)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on February 27, 2023; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–718. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Continental Aerospace Tech-
nologies GmbH Reciprocating Engines; 
Amendment 39–22302’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2022–1413)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 27, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–719. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 

Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Bombardier, Inc., Airplanes; 
Amendment 39–22241’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2022–0513)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 27, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–720. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; GE Aviation Czech s.r.o. 
(Type Certificate Previously Held by WAL-
TER Engines a.s., Walter a.s., and 
MOTORLET a.s.) Turboprop Engines; 
Amendment 39–22301’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2022–1302)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 27, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–721. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; The Boeing Company Air-
planes; Amendment 39–22307’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2022–0874)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on February 27, 2023; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–722. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; GE Aviation Czech s.r.o. 
(Type Certificate Previously Held by WAL-
TER Engines a.s., Walter a.s., and 
MOTORLET a.s.) Turboprop Engines; 
Amendment 39–22303’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2022–1414)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 27, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–723. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; De Havilland Aircraft of 
Canada Limited (Type Certificate Previously 
Held by Bombardier, Inc.) Airplanes; Amend-
ment 39–22303’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. 
FAA–2022–1151)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on February 27, 2023; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC–724. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Airbus SAS Airplanes; 
Amendment 39–22322’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2022–0155)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 27, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–725. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Airbus Helicopters Deutsch-
land GmbH (AHD) Helicopters; Amendment 
39–22326’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–0159)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on February 27, 2023; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–726. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; General Electric Company 
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Turbofan Engines; Amendment 39–22312’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2019–0766)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 27, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–727. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Bombardier, Inc., Airplanes; 
Amendment 39–22308’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2022–1251)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 27, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–728. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; BAE Systems (Operations) 
Limited Airplanes; Amendment 39–22313’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2022–1298)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 27, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–729. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; ATR–GIE Avions de Trans-
port Regional Airplanes; Amendment 39– 
22315’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2022–0396)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on February 27, 2023; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–730. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Airbus SAS Airplanes; 
Amendment 39–22314’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2022–1412)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 27, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–731. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Airbus SAS Airplanes; 
Amendment 39–22208’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2022–0812)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 27, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–732. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Schempp-Hirth Flugzeugbau 
GmbH Gliders; Amendment 39–22335’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2023–0162)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 27, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–733. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Dassault Aviation Airplanes; 
Amendment 39–22320’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2022–1411)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 27, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–734. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 

Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Bombardier, Inc., Airplanes; 
Amendment 39–22287’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2022–0684)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 27, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–735. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; BAE Systems (Operations) 
Limited Airplanes; Amendment 39–22317’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2022–1313)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 27, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–736. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; The Boeing Company Air-
planes; Amendment 39–22316’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2022–1050)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on February 27, 2023; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–737. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Textron Aviation Inc. (Type 
Certificate Previously Held by Cessna Air-
craft Company) Airplanes; Amendment 39– 
22324’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2020–1078)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on February 27, 2023; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–738. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Mooney International Cor-
poration Airplanes; Amendment 39–22311’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2023–0024)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 27, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–739. A communication from the Board 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Farm 
Credit Administration, transmitting the Ad-
ministration’s proposed fiscal year 2024 
Budget and Performance Plan received in 
the Office of the President pro tempore; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–740. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Zein; Exemption 
from the Requirement of a Tolerance’’ (FRL 
No. 10641–01–OCSPP) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on March 6, 2023; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–741. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Various Fragrance 
Components in Pesticide Formulations; Tol-
erance Exemption’’ (FRL No. 10642–01– 
OCSPP) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on March 6, 2023; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

EC–742. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-

ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘2-Propenoic acid, 
methyl-, polymer with butyl 2-propenoate 
and methyl 2-methyl-2-propenoate compd. 
with 2-amino-2-methyl-1-propanol; Tolerance 
Exemption’’ (FRL No. 10650–01–OCSPP) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on March 6, 2023; to the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–743. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Propanoic acid, 
3-hydroxy-(hydroxymethyl)-2-methyl-, poly-
mer with 2-amino-2-methyl-1-propanol, 
a-hydro-w-hydroxypoly[oxy(methyl-1, 
2-ethanediyl)], 5-isocyanato-1-(isocyanato 
methyl)-1,3,3-trimethylcyclohexane and 
methyloxirane polymer with oxirane ether 
with 4,4′-(1-methylethylidene)bis[phenol] 
(2:1), polyethylen-polypropylene glycol 2- 
aminopropyl Me ether-blocked, compds. with 
2-amino-2-methyl-1-propanol; Tolerance Ex-
emption’’ (FRL No. 10656–01–OCSPP) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on March 6, 2023; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 

By Mr. PETERS for the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

*Cathy Ann Harris, of Maryland, to be 
Chairman of the Merit Systems Protection 
Board. 

*Colleen Joy Shogan, of Pennsylvania, to 
be Archivist of the United States. 

*Adrienne Jennings Noti, of the District of 
Columbia, to be an Associate Judge of the 
Superior Court of the District of Columbia 
for the term of fifteen years. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. SMITH, Mr. 
PADILLA, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms. STA-
BENOW, Mr. REED, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
and Mr. KING): 

S. 801. A bill to address research on, and 
improve access to, supportive services for in-
dividuals with Long COVID; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. BRAUN (for himself and Mr. 
PADILLA): 

S. 802. A bill to amend the Federal Insecti-
cide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act to pro-
vide for a consistent definition for plant bio-
stimulants; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. WARNER (for himself, Mrs. 
BLACKBURN, Mr. KAINE, Mr. CORNYN, 
Mr. WARNOCK, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mrs. 
HYDE-SMITH, and Mr. WICKER): 
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S. 803. A bill to amend the title XVIII of 

the Social Security Act to preserve access to 
rural health care by ensuring fairness in 
Medicare hospital payments; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr. 
ROMNEY, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
WICKER, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. KING, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, and Mr. CORNYN): 

S. 804. A bill to provide for security in the 
Black Sea region, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr. 
TILLIS): 

S. 805. A bill to amend the Tariff Act of 
1930 to increase civil penalties for, and im-
prove enforcement with respect to, customs 
fraud, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Ms. SMITH, Mrs. SHAHEEN, and 
Mr. KING): 

S. 806. A bill to amend the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act to estab-
lish a grant program to assist with the pur-
chase, installation, and maintenance of 
point-of-entry and point-of-use drinking 
water quality improvement products, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. WICKER: 
S. 807. A bill to require the head of each 

agency to establish a plan to resume in-per-
son operations, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Mr. THUNE: 
S. 808. A bill to amend the Healthy Forests 

Restoration Act of 2003 to require the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to expedite hazardous 
fuel or insect and disease risk reduction 
projects on certain National Forest System 
land, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

By Mr. ROUNDS (for himself, Mr. 
SCOTT of Florida, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, 
and Ms. LUMMIS): 

S. 809. A bill to transfer funds for Energy 
Efficiency Improvements and Renewable En-
ergy Improvements at Public School Facili-
ties to the Attorney General to award grants 
to States to promote safety and security in 
schools; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

By Mr. BRAUN: 
S. 810. A bill to create requirements relat-

ing to memorials submitted pursuant to Ar-
ticle V of the Constitution of the United 
States, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Ms. 
WARREN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. WARNOCK, 
and Ms. CORTEZ MASTO): 

S. 811. A bill to amend the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934 to further enhance anti- 
retaliation protections for whistleblowers, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. PAUL (for himself and Mr. BEN-
NET): 

S. 812. A bill to strengthen employee cost 
savings suggestions programs within the 
Federal Government; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. LUJÁN (for himself and Ms. 
ERNST): 

S. 813. A bill to direct the Secretary of Ag-
riculture to amend regulations to allow for 
certain packers to have an interest in mar-
ket agencies, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Mrs. 
SHAHEEN): 

S. 814. A bill to allow the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to designate Romania as 

a program country under the visa waiver 
program; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. TESTER (for himself, Mr. 
MORAN, Ms. HASSAN, and Mrs. BLACK-
BURN): 

S. 815. A bill to award a Congressional Gold 
Medal to the female telephone operators of 
the Army Signal Corps, known as the ‘‘Hello 
Girls’’; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. KELLY (for himself and Mr. 
BUDD): 

S. 816. A bill to require the Administrator 
of the Federal Aviation Administration to 
establish an Aviation Rulemaking Com-
mittee to make recommendations regarding 
continuous aircraft tracking and trans-
mission of identity, altitude, and location 
data for high altitude balloons, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Ms. WARREN (for herself, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. SANDERS, Ms. HIRONO, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Mr. CASEY, Mr. 
FETTERMAN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. 
WELCH, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. LUJÁN, and 
Mr. MURPHY): 

S. 817. A bill to repeal title IV of the Eco-
nomic Growth, Regulatory Relief, and Con-
sumer Protection Act; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and 
Mr. FETTERMAN): 

S. 818. A bill to promote affordable access 
to evidence-based opioid treatments under 
the Medicare program and require coverage 
of medication assisted treatment for opioid 
use disorders, opioid overdose reversal medi-
cations, and recovery support services by 
health plans without cost-sharing require-
ments; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO: 
S. 819. A bill to protect immigrant fami-

lies, combat fraud, promote citizenship, and 
build community trust, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. PETERS (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Ms. LUMMIS, and Mr. WELCH): 

S. 820. A bill to add the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission to the list of agencies re-
quired to be represented on the PFAS inter-
agency working group; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Mr. 
KING, Mr. GRAHAM, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. 
COONS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, and Mr. SUL-
LIVAN): 

S. 821. A bill to establish an Ambassador- 
at-Large for the Arctic Region; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

By Ms. ERNST (for herself, Mr. 
WICKER, Mr. DAINES, Mr. CRAMER, 
Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. BUDD, Mr. 
TILLIS, Mr. SCOTT of Florida, Mr. 
HAWLEY, Mr. LEE, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, 
Mr. BRAUN, Mr. COTTON, Mr. GRAHAM, 
Mr. RICKETTS, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. 
TUBERVILLE, Mr. RISCH, Mr. VANCE, 
Mr. CRAPO, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mrs. BRITT, Mrs. 
FISCHER, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. THUNE, Mr. 
SCOTT of South Carolina, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, Mr. HAGERTY, Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. 
ROUNDS, Mr. SCHMITT, Mr. MULLIN, 
and Mr. SULLIVAN): 

S. 822. A bill to terminate the Department 
of Defense memorandum relating to access 
to abortions, to prohibit the use of travel 
and transportation allowances, medical con-
valescent leave, and administrative absences 
to travel to obtain abortions, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

By Mr. HAWLEY: 
S. 823. A bill to hold social media compa-

nies liable for hosting or distributing child 
sexual abuse material; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Ms. HASSAN (for herself and Mr. 
ROMNEY): 

S. 824. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to establish a national 
risk management cycle, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. HAWLEY (for himself and Mr. 
BRAUN): 

S. 825. A bill to provide limitations of spe-
cial assessments on community banks, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. MANCHIN (for himself and Mr. 
RISCH): 

S. 826. A bill to facilitate the development 
of a whole-of-government strategy for nu-
clear cooperation and nuclear exports; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself and Mr. 
MARSHALL): 

S. 827. A bill to provide that no Federal 
funds may be used to implement, administer, 
or enforce the rule of the Department of Jus-
tice entitled ‘‘Factoring Criteria for Fire-
arms with Attached ‘Stabilizing Braces’ ’’; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. PETERS (for himself and Mr. 
MORAN): 

S. 828. A bill to codify and authorize the 
Federal Communications Commission’s es-
tablishment of a council to make rec-
ommendations on ways to increase the secu-
rity, reliability, and interoperability of com-
munications networks, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. BRAUN (for himself and Ms. 
LUMMIS): 

S.J. Res. 19. A joint resolution proposing a 
balanced budget amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Mr. 
MARSHALL, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. LEE, Mr. CORNYN, Mrs. 
BLACKBURN, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. 
RISCH, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. 
SCOTT of Florida, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. 
WICKER, Mr. HAWLEY, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. COTTON, 
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. 
DAINES, Mr. THUNE, Ms. ERNST, Mr. 
GRAHAM, Mr. VANCE, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. 
YOUNG, Mr. BOOZMAN, Ms. LUMMIS, 
Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BUDD, Mr. 
HOEVEN, Mr. MORAN, Mr. PAUL, Mr. 
ROMNEY, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. ROUNDS, Mrs. 
BRITT, Mr. TUBERVILLE, Mr. SCHMITT, 
Mr. RICKETTS, Mrs. CAPITO, and Mr. 
RUBIO): 

S.J. Res. 20. A joint resolution providing 
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule 
submitted by the Department of Justice and 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, 
and Explosives relating to ‘‘Factoring Cri-
teria for Firearms With Attached ‘Stabi-
lizing Braces’ ’’; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. 
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YOUNG, Mr. OSSOFF, Mr. GRAHAM, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. 
KAINE, Mr. CRAPO, Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
CRUZ, Mr. COONS, Mr. DAINES, Mr. 
LUJÁN, Mr. MORAN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, 
Mr. CRAMER, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. BOOZ-
MAN, Mr. PETERS, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. SULLIVAN, Ms. HAS-
SAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Ms. SMITH, Mr. 
BRAUN, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. HOEVEN, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. HAWLEY, Mr. MURPHY, 
Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina, and Mr. 
BOOKER): 

S. Res. 106. A resolution condemning Bei-
jing’s destruction of Hong Kong’s democracy 
and rule of law; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

By Mrs. HYDE-SMITH (for herself, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. COTTON, 
Mr. MULLIN, Mr. VANCE, Mr. CASSIDY, 
Mr. RICKETTS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. BOOZ-
MAN, Mr. KENNEDY, and Mr. LEE): 

S. Res. 107. A resolution recognizing the 
expiration of the Equal Rights Amendment 
proposed by Congress in March 1972, and ob-
serving that Congress has no authority to 
modify a resolution proposing a constitu-
tional amendment after the amendment has 
been submitted to the States or after the 
amendment has expired; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr. 
CASEY): 

S. Res. 108. A resolution recognizing the 
Kingdom of Bhutan as responsible for the op-
pression and forced eviction of more than 
100,000 Bhutanese citizens during the late 
1980s and 1990s; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself, Mr. LEE, 
and Mr. DURBIN): 

S. Res. 109. A resolution requesting infor-
mation on Saudi Arabia’s human rights prac-
tices pursuant to section 502B(c) of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. ROUNDS (for himself, Mr. 
THUNE, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. MCCON-
NELL, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BARRASSO, 
Mr. BENNET, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BOOZ-
MAN, Mr. BRAUN, Mrs. BRITT, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. BUDD, Ms. CANTWELL, 
Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CAR-
PER, Mr. CASEY, Mr. CASSIDY, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mr. COONS, Mr. CORNYN, Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. COTTON, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. 
DAINES, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, 
Ms. ERNST, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. 
FETTERMAN, Mrs. FISCHER, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, Mr. HAGERTY, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. 
HAWLEY, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
HOEVEN, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. JOHN-
SON, Mr. KAINE, Mr. KELLY, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. KING, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. LEE, Mr. LUJÁN, Ms. 
LUMMIS, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. MARKEY, 
Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. MORAN, Mr. MULLIN, 
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. OSSOFF, Mr. PADILLA, 
Mr. PAUL, Mr. PETERS, Mr. REED, Mr. 
RICKETTS, Mr. RISCH, Mr. ROMNEY, 
Ms. ROSEN, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SANDERS, 
Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHMITT, Mr. SCOTT 
of Florida, Mr. SCOTT of South Caro-
lina, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. SINEMA, Ms. 
SMITH, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. SULLIVAN, 
Mr. TESTER, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. 
TUBERVILLE, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
VANCE, Mr. WARNER, Mr. WARNOCK, 
Ms. WARREN, Mr. WELCH, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. WICKER, Mr. WYDEN, and 
Mr. YOUNG): 

S. Res. 110. A resolution honoring the life 
and legacy of the late James George 
Abourezk; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. KING (for himself and Ms. COL-
LINS): 

S. Res. 111. A resolution recognizing the 
importance of maple syrup production to 
Maine and designating March 26, 2023, as 
‘‘Maine Maple Sunday’’; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Mr. TESTER (for himself and Ms. 
COLLINS): 

S. Res. 112. A resolution designating the 
week of February 27 through March 3, 2023, 
as ‘‘Public Schools Week’’; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Mrs. HYDE-SMITH (for herself, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Ms. LUMMIS, and Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR): 

S. Res. 113. A resolution recognizing the 
need for greater access to rural and agricul-
tural media programming; to the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 305 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the names of the Senator from North 
Carolina (Mr. TILLIS), the Senator from 
West Virginia (Mr. MANCHIN), the Sen-
ator from Texas (Mr. CORNYN) and the 
Senator from Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO) were added as cosponsors of S. 
305, a bill to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of the 250th anniversary of 
the United States Marine Corps, and to 
support programs at the Marine Corps 
Heritage Center. 

S. 316 
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 

names of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. HICKENLOOPER), the Senator from 
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW), the Senator 
from Connecticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL), 
the Senator from Wisconsin (Ms. BALD-
WIN), the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
OSSOFF), the Senator from California 
(Mr. PADILLA), the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. BROWN), the Senator from Oregon 
(Mr. WYDEN), the Senator from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator 
from Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 316, a bill to 
repeal the authorizations for use of 
military force against Iraq. 

S. 321 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 321, a bill to amend title 
18, United States Code, to define inti-
mate partner to include someone with 
whom there is or was a dating relation-
ship, and for other purposes. 

S. 344 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 344, a bill to amend title 10, 
United States Code, to provide for con-
current receipt of veterans’ disability 
compensation and retired pay for dis-
ability retirees with fewer than 20 
years of service and a combat-related 
disability, and for other purposes. 

S. 378 
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 

MARSHALL) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 378, a bill to amend the Camp 
Lejeune Justice Act of 2022 to appro-
priately limit attorney’s fees. 

S. 489 
At the request of Mr. SCOTT of Flor-

ida, the name of the Senator from 
North Carolina (Mr. BUDD) was added 
as a cosponsor of S. 489, a bill to pro-
hibit any direct or indirect United 
States funding for the territory of Gaza 
unless certain conditions are met. 

S. 546 
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the 

names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. COTTON) and the Senator from 
Montana (Mr. TESTER) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 546, a bill to amend the 
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe 
Streets Act of 1968 to authorize law en-
forcement agencies to use COPS grants 
for recruitment activities, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 547 
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 

the name of the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 547, a bill to award a 
Congressional Gold Medal, collectively, 
to the First Rhode Island Regiment, in 
recognition of their dedicated service 
during the Revolutionary War. 

S. 597 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 597, a bill to amend title II of the 
Social Security Act to repeal the Gov-
ernment pension offset and windfall 
elimination provisions. 

S. 629 
At the request of Mr. COONS, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
629, a bill to provide the President with 
authority to enter into a comprehen-
sive trade agreement with the United 
Kingdom, and for other purposes. 

S. 641 
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name 

of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
641, a bill to terminate the requirement 
imposed by the Director of the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention for 
proof of COVID–19 vaccination for for-
eign travelers, and for other purposes. 

S. 652 
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 

names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) and the Senator from 
Georgia (Mr. WARNOCK) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 652, a bill to amend the 
Employee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 1974 to require a group health 
plan or health insurance coverage of-
fered in connection with such a plan to 
provide an exceptions process for any 
medication step therapy protocol, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 686 
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 

names of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the Senator 
from Iowa (Mr. GRASSLEY) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 686, a bill to author-
ize the Secretary of Commerce to re-
view and prohibit certain transactions 
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between persons in the United States 
and foreign adversaries, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 691 
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BUDD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 691, a bill to deter foreign fi-
nancial institutions from providing 
banking services for the benefit of for-
eign terrorist organizations and from 
facilitating or promoting payments for 
acts of terrorism. 

S. 704 
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the 

name of the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. PAUL) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 704, a bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to provide for inter-
est-free deferment on student loans for 
borrowers serving in a medical or den-
tal internship or residency program. 

S. 722 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. TUBERVILLE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 722, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to per-
mit certain expenses associated with 
obtaining or maintaining recognized 
postsecondary credentials to be treated 
as qualified higher education expenses 
for purposes of 529 accounts. 

S. 737 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 737, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to end the tax 
subsidy for employer efforts to influ-
ence their workers’ exercise of their 
rights around labor organizations and 
engaging in collective action. 

S. 740 
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the 

names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) and the Senator 
from Indiana (Mr. BRAUN) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 740, a bill to amend 
title 38, United States Code, to rein-
state criminal penalties for persons 
charging veterans unauthorized fees re-
lating to claims for benefits under the 
laws administered by the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 747 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 747, a bill to authorize the 
Secretary of Agriculture to provide 
grants to States, territories, and In-
dian Tribes to address contamination 
by perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances on farms, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 793 
At the request of Mr. LUJÁN, the 

names of the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. PAUL) and the Senator from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. CASEY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 793, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to add 
physical therapists to the list of pro-
viders allowed to utilize locum tenens 
arrangements under Medicare. 

S. 794 

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 
name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 794, a bill to require a pilot 
program on the participation of non- 
asset-based third-party logistics pro-
viders in the Customs-Trade Partner-
ship Against Terrorism. 

S. CON. RES. 5 

At the request of Ms. HASSAN, the 
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Con. Res. 5, a concurrent resolu-
tion supporting the Local Radio Free-
dom Act. 

S. RES. 20 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 20, a resolution con-
demning the coup that took place on 
February 1, 2021, in Burma and the Bur-
mese military’s detention of civilian 
leaders, calling for an immediate and 
unconditional release of all those de-
tained, promoting accountability and 
justice for those killed by the Burmese 
military, and calling for those elected 
to serve in parliament to resume their 
duties without impediment, and for 
other purposes. 

S. RES. 81 

At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 
name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 81, a resolution relating to 
the establishment of a means for the 
Senate to provide advice and consent 
regarding the form of an international 
agreement relating to pandemic pre-
vention, preparedness, and response. 

S. RES. 97 

At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 97, a resolution expressing concern 
about economic and security condi-
tions in Mexico and reaffirming the in-
terest of the United States in mutually 
beneficial relations with Mexico based 
on shared interests on security, eco-
nomic prosperity, and democratic val-
ues, and for other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr. 
MARKEY, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. SMITH, Mr. 
PADILLA, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms. 
STABENOW, Mr. REED, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, and Mr. KING): 

S. 801. A bill to address research on, and 
improve access to, supportive services for in-
dividuals with Long COVID; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

Mr. KAINE. Madam President, I rise 
today to talk about the importance of 
March 15, which for the first time has 
been designated ‘‘International Long 
COVID Awareness Day.’’ 

This is a topic of importance to mil-
lions of Americans who deal with long 
COVID every day and tens of millions 

of people around the world who are 
dealing with long COVID, from mild 
symptoms to symptoms that are so de-
bilitating that they are unable to 
work. 

There is still an awful lot to learn 
about the condition, but what we do 
know is that long COVID is comprised 
of ongoing health problems that people 
experience after being infected with 
COVID–19. For some, long COVID can 
last weeks or months. For others, like 
me, long COVID has now lasted for 3 
years. 

Long COVID symptoms can vary. 
Some people experience general symp-
toms like fatigue, neurological symp-
toms like headache or difficulty con-
centrating, digestive problems, short-
ness of breath, heart palpitations, and 
other neurological conditions. 

The prevalence of long COVID is a 
best estimate, but the recent survey by 
the Census Bureau, in partnership with 
the National Center for Health Statis-
tics, shows that about 5.8 percent of 
Americans have long COVID, and that 
amounts to about 11 percent of Ameri-
cans who have had COVID who con-
tinue to experience long COVID symp-
toms. 

I am on my own long COVID journey. 
My symptoms are mild, but they have 
been continuous for 3 years. When we 
were working in the Capitol in March 
of 2020 at the very beginning of COVID, 
most of us had dispatched our staffs 
and sent them home. So I was working 
in my office together just with my 
chief of staff. It was kind of a lonely 
time, as those of us who were here re-
member, but we were working hard. We 
were working hard to pass the first 
COVID relief bill, the CARES Act, and 
we did good work, in a bipartisan way, 
to provide relief to individuals and our 
businesses and hospitals and univer-
sities and schools in those early days. 

I noticed one day that my nerve 
endings turned on like a light switch 
was flicked, and all of them started to 
tingle like my skin had been dipped in 
an Alka-Seltzer—24/7, every nerve end-
ing in my body. It has not gone away in 
3 years. 

I had a mild case of COVID. I never 
had respiratory problems. I never had 
fatigue. Within a few days after getting 
this, I was fine except for the nerve tin-
gling, and I assumed because of the pol-
len on my car that it was hay fever 
gone wild. Other symptoms were more 
like allergic symptoms—pinkeye and 
skin rashes. 

That all went away, but when I went 
home, I gave COVID to my wife—just 
one more thing for a husband to feel 
guilty about. She got the standard case 
of COVID, and that is what made us re-
alize that that is what I had. We both 
had mild cases. Within a very few days, 
we were up and at ‘em and feeling 
great, but this nerve tingling sensation 
has never gone away. 

I kept waiting, thinking next week it 
will go away or next month it will go 
away, but after 6 months, I finally de-
cided I should see a neurologist. I went 
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to George Washington and did fine on 
neurological tests, but the neurologist 
told me: Look, viruses can have a neu-
rological aftereffect. The good news is, 
it is probably not going to get worse. 
The bad news is, it may not get better. 

The doctor was perfectly right on 
both counts. It has never gotten worse, 
and it has never gotten better. It is not 
painful. It is not debilitating. I can 
work. I can exercise. I can focus. It is 
harder to sleep—that would be the only 
area where it is affecting my life. But 
it is eerie that, after 3 years, it hasn’t 
changed. 

My wife said: Well, but then doesn’t 
that mean you just get used to it and 
you don’t notice it? 

No. It is just a little too intense. I 
notice it all the time, everywhere. 

Well, the good news is, my symptoms 
are mild and I can continue to work, 
but as I have shared my story, what I 
have found is many come and share 
their stories with me, including people 
here around the Capitol. They share 
their own long COVID stories, and 
many are very, very troubling: The 
marathon runner who can’t walk 
around the block. I have a dear friend 
who—I am godfather to her oldest 
child—has a very physically demanding 
job as a dialysis nurse, which involves 
a lot of helping patients around. She 
got COVID, and both fatigue and bal-
ance issues are so challenging that she 
is not able to do the work. 

I had a State employee who worked 
in my department of transportation 
who saw me on a bike ride by his house 
one day in Richmond, where I live, and 
he flagged me down and stopped me. He 
said: Hey, look, I was your employee 
when you were Governor working with 
the department of transportation. I am 
a young dad. I have two boys under age 
10. I want to be a great father for them, 
but I got COVID, and now my long 
COVID symptoms are so significant, I 
can’t play baseball with them. 

He can’t do the kinds of things that 
a dad wants to do with his children. 
This individual is now on long-term 
disability, unable to work at all. 

These are very, very serious stories. 
The public health emergency around 

COVID is likely to come to an end on 
May 11, but we can’t forget millions of 
people who are dealing with this issue. 

Now, let me just share some statis-
tics. Across the United States, adult 
women are more likely than men to ex-
perience long COVID. Individuals who 
identify as Hispanic or Latino experi-
ence long COVID more than any other 
racial or ethnic group. People with dis-
abilities are more likely to experience 
long COVID than those without disabil-
ities. 

Long COVID is not limited to people 
like me. I just turned 65. A lot of young 
people are dealing with long COVID 
symptoms. Their initial COVID pre-
sented differently than it did with 
most adults, but some of the long 
COVID symptoms are those I have de-
scribed. Twenty-five percent of people 
who have long COVID say that their 

symptoms significantly limit their ac-
tivity. 

The economic cost of long COVID dis-
ability is upward of $200 billion a year. 
Up to 4 million people are out of the 
American workforce right now because 
of long COVID, at a time when I know 
all of us are hearing from our employ-
ers: I can’t hire people. It is so hard to 
hire people now. 

The unemployment rate is the lowest 
it has been since 1969. If there are 
things we could do that could help 
those 4 million come back into the 
workforce, it would be good not only 
for them, for their happiness, for their 
pocketbooks; it would be great for our 
economy. 

To better understand the impact of 
long COVID, in January, I worked to-
gether with the Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality to gather pa-
tients and providers from Virginia and 
State and Federal officials from every-
where to come to a summit in Rich-
mond to talk about long COVID. The 
conversations that day allowed us to, 
nearly 3 years in, dig into long COVID 
and what are its impacts and, most im-
portantly, what can we do. We were 
able to discuss experiences, share best 
practices and research. 

I was honored to have four Virginians 
with long COVID who joined me in dis-
cussing their own journeys. 

Cynthia talked about having unusual 
symptoms and not being believed ini-
tially that she even had COVID and 
then not being believed that she had 
long COVID. Her symptoms were more 
in the allergic reaction space, similar 
to mine. In fact, she went multiple 
times to emergency rooms because her 
symptoms were so intense and found 
that, without telling her, she was often 
being drug-tested because they as-
sumed that she was there and maybe 
she was suffering from some kind of a 
drug overdose. So they were testing her 
for that and not believing her long 
COVID story. 

She has since found healthcare pro-
fessionals who believe her and are of-
fering her treatments that have not 
ended her long COVID symptoms but 
are enabling her to more effectively ne-
gotiate her schedule. 

Mattie from Southwest Virginia was 
kind of your quintessential do-every-
thing, 35-year-old mom of three, who 
also worked, who also went to school. 
She could juggle everything and make 
it seem easy. When she got COVID, she 
got hit with fatigue so intense she 
couldn’t do any of those things, and 
then that spiraled into depression. She 
was a healthcare provider herself, 
working with seniors, and really start-
ed to question, What kind of purpose do 
I have if I can’t be the mom I want to 
be, if I can’t be the healthcare provider 
I want to be? It caused tremendous 
anxiety and depression. 

Now, Mattie’s was a story of hope be-
cause she eventually found a physician 
who realized COVID had exacerbated 
an underlying medical condition called 
Hashimoto’s disease that she had had 

probably since birth but had never 
really been serious enough to notice. 
COVID exacerbated it. She is being 
treated for Hashimoto’s, and many of 
those symptoms have abated. So hers 
is a story of hope. This is not a hope-
lessness story. You can find paths for-
ward. She is doing better. 

ZZ and Katy. ZZ is a middle schooler 
who had serious long COVID experi-
ences, and Katy talked about trying to 
help her son and not being believed 
until they finally found their way to 
the Children’s National Hospital, just 
up the hill from where we are. 

Finally, Rachel—a longtime human 
resources professional at a community 
college in Virginia—used to working 
with people, including people with dis-
abilities, to help them either get jobs 
or do coursework at the local commu-
nity college. Her long COVID experi-
ence was so debilitating in fatigue and 
migraine headaches and other problems 
with respect to focus that she eventu-
ally had to leave her job and apply for 
long-term disability and her Social Se-
curity. 

She was told when she applied that 
there were more than half a million ap-
plications before hers, and after a year, 
she was turned down with little expla-
nation. She described the challenges of 
trying to negotiate the system and fill 
out forms when she is suffering from 
such fatigue and headaches and other 
symptoms that make even filling out a 
form difficult. 

So these four stories were a mixture 
of young people and adults, some sto-
ries that didn’t yet have happy endings 
and at least one that did have a posi-
tive ending, and it was important that 
we understand them. 

Congress has taken some steps. I 
have colleagues in the room, and I just 
want to thank them for this. We pro-
vided $1.15 billion in Federal funding to 
the National Institutes of Health to ad-
vance understanding, prevention, and 
treatment. In December, Congress 
passed a budget that included $10 mil-
lion for this Agency for Healthcare Re-
search and Quality to do critical re-
search. These efforts are a step in the 
right direction, but more must be done. 

Just last week, the President intro-
duced the fiscal year 2024 budget. He 
requested additional funding for AHRQ 
and additional funding for the HSRA to 
do long COVID. 

Today, I am reintroducing a bill, the 
CARE for Long COVID Act, with Sen-
ators Markey and Duckworth and eight 
other Senators. It is also being intro-
duced in a bipartisan way on the House 
side. The bill will expand research to 
increase understanding of treatment 
efficacy and disparities and provide 
more recommendations, educate long 
COVID patients and health providers, 
facilitate interagency cooperation, and 
develop partnerships between commu-
nity-based organizations, social serv-
ices, and others. 

But there is more work to be done, so 
as I conclude—I see my colleague from 
Louisiana on the floor waiting to 
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speak—we just have to keep focused on 
this to try to address this challenge. 
When the public health emergency 
ends, we can’t forget those who are 
dealing with long COVID, and we can’t 
forget those who are dealing with the 
significant amount of mental anxiety 
and stress that has been present in the 
lives of all for the last 3 years. We have 
to improve our outreach and education, 
we have to accelerate our research to 
come up with treatments and cures 
that work, and we have to do it with a 
sense of urgency. I am committed to 
working with you all to do that. 

By Mr. THUNE: 
S. 808. A bill to amend the Healthy 

Forests Restoration Act of 2003 to re-
quire the Secretary of Agriculture to 
expedite hazardous fuel or insect and 
disease risk reduction projects on cer-
tain National Forest System land, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 808 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Expediting 
Forest Restoration and Recovery Act of 
2023’’. 
SEC. 2. APPLICATION BY FOREST SERVICE OF AU-

THORITIES TO EXPEDITE ENVIRON-
MENTAL ANALYSES IN CARRYING 
OUT HAZARDOUS FUEL AND INSECT 
AND DISEASE RISK REDUCTION 
PROJECTS. 

Section 104 of the Healthy Forests Restora-
tion Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 6514) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(i) APPLICATION BY FOREST SERVICE OF AU-
THORITIES TO EXPEDITE ENVIRONMENTAL 
ANALYSES IN CARRYING OUT HAZARDOUS FUEL 
AND INSECT AND DISEASE RISK REDUCTION 
PROJECTS.— 

‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) INSECT AND DISEASE TREATMENT 

AREA.—The term ‘insect and disease treat-
ment area’ means an area that— 

‘‘(i) is designated by the Secretary as an 
insect and disease treatment area under this 
title; or 

‘‘(ii) is designated as at risk or a hazard on 
the most recent National Insect and Disease 
Risk Map published by the Forest Service. 

‘‘(B) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ has 
the meaning given the term in section 
101(14)(A). 

‘‘(2) USE OF AUTHORITIES.—In carrying out 
a hazardous fuel or insect and disease risk 
reduction project in an insect and disease 
treatment area authorized under this Act, 
the Secretary shall— 

‘‘(A) apply the categorical exclusion estab-
lished by section 603 in the case of a haz-
ardous fuel or insect and disease risk reduc-
tion project carried out in an area— 

‘‘(i) designated as suitable for timber pro-
duction within the applicable forest plan; or 

‘‘(ii) where timber harvest activities are 
not prohibited; 

‘‘(B) conduct applicable environmental as-
sessments and environmental impact state-
ments in accordance with this section in the 
case of a hazardous fuel or insect and disease 
risk reduction project— 

‘‘(i) carried out in an area— 
‘‘(I) outside of an area described in sub-

paragraph (A); or 
‘‘(II) where other significant resource con-

cerns exist, as determined exclusively by the 
Secretary; or 

‘‘(ii) that is carried out in an area equiva-
lent to not less than a hydrologic unit code 
5 watershed, as defined by the United States 
Geological Survey; and 

‘‘(C) notwithstanding subsection (d), in the 
case of any other hazardous fuel or insect 
and disease risk reduction project, in the en-
vironmental assessment or environmental 
impact statement prepared under subsection 
(b), study, develop, and describe— 

‘‘(i) the proposed agency action; and 
‘‘(ii) the alternative of no action. 
‘‘(3) PRIORITY FOR REDUCING RISKS OF IN-

SECT INFESTATION AND WILDFIRE.—Except 
where established as a mandatory standard 
that constrains project and activity decision 
making in a resource management plan (as 
defined in section 101(13)(A)) in effect on the 
date of enactment of this Act, in the case of 
an insect and disease treatment area, the 
Secretary shall prioritize reducing the risks 
of insect and disease infestation and wildfire 
over other planning objectives. 

‘‘(4) INCLUSION OF FIRE REGIME GROUP IV.— 
Notwithstanding section 603(c)(2)(B), the 
Secretary shall apply the categorical exclu-
sion described in paragraph (2)(A) to areas in 
Fire Regime Group IV. 

‘‘(5) EXCLUDED AREAS.—This subsection 
shall not apply to— 

‘‘(A) a component of the National Wilder-
ness Preservation System; or 

‘‘(B) an inventoried roadless area, except in 
the case of an activity that is permitted 
under— 

‘‘(i) the final rule of the Secretary entitled 
‘Special Areas; Roadless Area Conservation’ 
(66 Fed. Reg. 3244 (January 12, 2001)); or 

‘‘(ii) a State-specific roadless area con-
servation rule. 

‘‘(6) REPORTS.—The Secretary shall annu-
ally make publicly available data describing 
the acreage treated under hazardous fuel or 
insect and disease risk reduction projects in 
insect and disease treatment areas during 
the previous year.’’. 

SEC. 3. GOOD NEIGHBOR AUTHORITY. 

Section 8206(b)(2) of the Agricultural Act of 
2014 (16 U.S.C. 2113a(b)(2)) is amended by 
striking subparagraph (C) and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(C) TREATMENT OF REVENUE.—Funds re-
ceived from the sale of timber by a Governor 
of a State under a good neighbor agreement 
shall be retained and used by the Governor— 

‘‘(i) to carry out authorized restoration 
services under that good neighbor agree-
ment; and 

‘‘(ii) if funds remain after carrying out au-
thorized restoration services under clause (i), 
to carry out authorized restoration services 
within the State under other good neighbor 
agreements.’’. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and 
Mrs. SHAHEEN): 

S. 814. A bill to allow the Secretary 
of Homeland Security to designate Ro-
mania as a program country under the 
visa waiver program; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 814 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Romania 
Visa Waiver Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that the Govern-
ment of Romania should— 

(1) undertake all steps necessary to prepare 
Romania for participation in the visa waiver 
program under section 217 of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1187) by 
developing a strategy to meet all criteria for 
the program; and 

(2) continue to advance robust efforts to 
eliminate trafficking in persons, including 
by prioritizing the recommendations out-
lined in the report of the Department of 
State entitled ‘‘Trafficking in Persons Re-
port’’ issued in July 2022. 
SEC. 3. ELIGIBILITY OF ROMANIA FOR VISA WAIV-

ER PROGRAM. 
Notwithstanding any provision of section 

217 of the Immigration and Nationality Act 
(8 U.S.C. 1187), the Secretary of Homeland 
Security may designate Romania as a pro-
gram country under the visa waiver program 
established by that section. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 106—CON-
DEMNING BEIJING’S DESTRUC-
TION OF HONG KONG’S DEMOC-
RACY AND RULE OF LAW 

Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. YOUNG, 
Mr. OSSOFF, Mr. GRAHAM, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. 
KAINE, Mr. CRAPO, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 
Mr. RUBIO, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. DAINES, Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. 
MORAN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. CRAMER, 
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. PETERS, 
Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
SULLIVAN, Ms. HASSAN, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Ms. SMITH, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. 
SCHATZ, Mr. HOEVEN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. 
HAWLEY, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. SCOTT of 
South Carolina, and Mr. BOOKER) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations: 

S. RES. 106 

Whereas, in 1997, Great Britain handed 
Hong Kong over to Chinese rule under guar-
antees that Hong Kong would become a Spe-
cial Administrative Region under the ‘‘one 
country, two systems’’ principle, pursuant to 
which Hong Kong’s Basic Law would apply 
and would enshrine ‘‘fundamental rights’’ of 
Hong Kong residents and a political struc-
ture, including an independent judiciary, the 
right to vote, and freedoms of assembly and 
speech, among others; 

Whereas the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China (PRC) has repeatedly un-
dermined Hong Kong’s autonomy since the 
1997 handover, including actions which re-
sulted in political protests in Hong Kong, in-
cluding the Umbrella Movement in 2014, a 
protest against Beijing’s attempt to reform 
Hong Kong’s electoral system, and the 2019– 
2020 protests, which opposed the Hong Kong 
government’s attempt to implement an ex-
tradition law that would have subjected 
Hong Kongers to prosecution in mainland 
China; 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S803 March 15, 2023 
Whereas the Hong Kong Police Force used 

excessive force to try to quell the 2019–2020 
protestors, many of whom were under the 
age of 30; 

Whereas the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China responded to these pro-
tests by passing and implementing the Law 
of the People’s Republic of China on Safe-
guarding National Security in the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative Region (com-
monly referred to as the ‘‘Hong Kong na-
tional security law’’) a vaguely defined 
criminal statute that includes overly broad 
charges and extraterritorial reach to punish 
people for exercising their fundamental 
rights and freedoms; 

Whereas, since its enactment in June 2020, 
this law has been used by the Government of 
the People’s Republic of China as a pretext 
to crack down on legitimate and peaceful ex-
pression, including the exercise of freedoms 
of assembly, speech, and religious belief pro-
vided for under the Basic Law, to replace the 
Hong Kong legislature with individuals loyal 
to the Chinese Communist Party, and to pass 
new immigration laws that subject Hong 
Kong citizens and residents, as well as PRC 
nationals and foreign nationals, to exit bans 
in Hong Kong similar to those implemented 
in mainland China; 

Whereas more than 200 people have been 
arrested under the Hong Kong national secu-
rity law since its enactment in June 2020; 

Whereas the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China is using the Hong Kong na-
tional security law to harass, target, and 
threaten non-Hong Kong citizens and those 
outside of Hong Kong, based upon for unsub-
stantiated and vague allegations of ‘‘endan-
gering national security’’; 

Whereas, Jimmy Lai, a 75-year-old Hong 
Kong pro-democracy advocate and media en-
trepreneur, has been targeted and persecuted 
for decades, most recently through multiple 
prosecutions, including related to exercising 
his rights to freedom of peaceful assembly 
and freedom of expression, his sentencing to 
over five years in prison under politically 
motivated fraud charges and the seizure of 
his multimillion dollar independent media 
organization Apple Daily by the Hong Kong 
authorities; 

Whereas Mr. Lai is now one of the highest 
profile cases facing trial under vaguely-de-
fined charges under the so-called ‘‘national 
security law’’; 

Whereas, Cardinal Zen, a 90-year-old 
Roman Catholic cardinal, and five other col-
leagues were found guilty of politically mo-
tivated charges related to failing to register 
a humanitarian fund that helped anti-gov-
ernment protesters; 

Whereas the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China’s undermining of democ-
racy in Hong Kong has ramifications for the 
international order, including with regard to 
the future of Taiwan; 

Whereas the Hong Kong government has 
conducted a public relations campaign to 
convince global business leaders that Hong 
Kong remains a critical and attractive inter-
national financial center, while simulta-
neously undermining the independence of in-
stitutions that encouraged its growth over 
the past several decades; 

Whereas Hong Kong still maintains a sepa-
rate voting share from the People’s Republic 
of China at many multilateral organiza-
tions—including the Asia Pacific Economic 
Cooperation forum, the Financial Action 
Task Force, the International Olympic Com-
mittee, and the World Trade Organization— 
effectively doubling the People’s Republic of 
China’s voting power at these critical insti-
tutions; and 

Whereas the Hong Kong Human Rights and 
Democracy Act (Public Law 116–76; 22 U.S.C. 
5701 note), signed into law in November 2019, 

requires the President to use sanctions to 
promote accountability for those responsible 
for certain conduct that undermines funda-
mental freedoms and autonomy in Hong 
Kong: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) condemns the Government of the Peo-

ple’s Republic of China’s ‘‘Hong Kong na-
tional security law’’ and related human 
rights abuses; 

(2) urges all governments that value de-
mocracy or autonomy to hold the Chinese 
Communist Party accountable for its de-
struction of Hong Kong’s autonomy, rule of 
law, and freedoms; 

(3) supports the people of Hong Kong as 
they fight to exercise fundamental rights 
and freedoms, as enumerated by— 

(A) the Joint Declaration of the Govern-
ment of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland and the Government of 
the People’s Republic of China on the Ques-
tion of Hong Kong, done at Beijing December 
19, 1984; 

(B) the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, done at New York De-
cember 19, 1966; and 

(C) the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, done at Paris December 10, 1948; 

(4) condemns the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China’s practice of bringing 
false and politically motivated charges, such 
as fraud, against Hong Kongers in order to 
tarnish their reputations in advance of their 
national security law trials; 

(5) calls upon the Hong Kong government 
to immediately drop all sedition and na-
tional security law-related charges and free 
all defendants immediately, including 
Jimmy Lai and Cardinal Zen; 

(6) expresses extreme concern about the 
Government of the People’s Republic of 
China’ state-directed theft of Apple Daily, 
and holds that Hong Kong no longer has 
credibility as an international business cen-
ter due to the erosion of the regulatory and 
legal environments that have promoted its 
economic growth for decades; 

(7) encourages the United States Govern-
ment and other governments to take steps at 
multilateral institutions to ensure that vot-
ing procedures recognize that there is no 
longer a meaningful distinction between 
Hong Kong and mainland China; and 

(8) urges the United States Government to 
use all available tools, including those au-
thorized by the Hong Kong Human Rights 
and Democracy Act, in response to the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China’s 
actions in Hong Kong. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 107—RECOG-
NIZING THE EXPIRATION OF THE 
EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 
PROPOSED BY CONGRESS IN 
MARCH 1972, AND OBSERVING 
THAT CONGRESS HAS NO AU-
THORITY TO MODIFY A RESOLU-
TION PROPOSING A CONSTITU-
TIONAL AMENDMENT AFTER 
THE AMENDMENT HAS BEEN 
SUBMITTED TO THE STATES OR 
AFTER THE AMENDMENT HAS 
EXPIRED 

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH (for herself, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. COTTON, Mr. 
MULLIN, Mr. VANCE, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. 
RICKETTS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. 
KENNEDY, and Mr. LEE) submitted the 
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary: 

S. RES. 107 
Whereas article V of the Constitution of 

the United States gives two-thirds of the 
Senate and two-thirds of the House of Rep-
resentatives the power to propose constitu-
tional amendments and their mode of ratifi-
cation by the States; 

Whereas the Supreme Court of the United 
States in Dillon v. Gloss, 256 U.S. 368 (1921) 
unanimously held that Congress may, in pro-
posing a constitutional amendment, incor-
porate ‘‘a definite period for ratification 
[that] shall be fixed, so that all may know 
what it is and speculation on what is a rea-
sonable time may be avoided ...’’; 

Whereas the Supreme Court in the Dillon 
v. Gloss decision held that whether Congress 
uses its power to include such a ‘‘definite’’ 
deadline was ‘‘a matter of detail which Con-
gress may determine as an incident of its 
power to designate the mode of ratification’’ 
of an amendment, which mode Congress has 
always dictated in the proposing clause of a 
resolution; 

Whereas House Joint Resolution 208, 92nd 
Congress, referred to in this resolution as 
the ‘‘Equal Rights Amendment Resolution’’ 
contained a ratification deadline of 7 years 
in the proposing clause of the resolution, as 
has every constitutional amendment sub-
mitted by Congress to the States since 1960, 
and proposed an amendment referred to in 
this resolution as the ‘‘Equal Rights Amend-
ment’’; 

Whereas, in Illinois v. Ferriero, No. 21–5096 
(D.C. Cir. 2023), a unanimous ruling issued on 
February 28, 2023, the United States Court of 
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit 
rejected the claim of the Attorneys General 
of Illinois and Nevada that a deadline in a 
proposing clause is not effective, with the 
court calling that claim ‘‘unpersuasive’’ and 
observing that ‘‘if that were the case, then 
the specification of the mode of ratification 
in every amendment in our nation’s history 
would also be inoperative’’; 

Whereas, in the same unanimous ruling, 
the United States Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia Circuit noted that the 
Supreme Court has affirmed the authority of 
Congress to set a binding ratification dead-
line, and the court of appeals refused to 
order the Archivist to certify the Equal 
Rights Amendment as part of the Constitu-
tion and dismissed the lawsuit brought by Il-
linois and Nevada; 

Whereas Representative Martha Griffiths, 
the sponsor of the Equal Rights Amendment 
Resolution, said in 1971, speaking of the 
deadline for the Equal Rights Amendment, 
‘‘I think it is perfectly proper to have the 7- 
year statute so that it should not be hanging 
over our heads forever.’’; 

Whereas, under article V of the Constitu-
tion, a proposed amendment does not become 
part of the Constitution unless it is either 
‘‘ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths 
of the several States, or by Conventions in 
three fourths thereof’’ with one or the other 
mode of ratification being dictated by Con-
gress in the proposing clause of a resolution; 

Whereas only 35 States ratified the Equal 
Rights Amendment before its 7-year dead-
line, resulting in fewer than the 38 State 
ratifications necessary for adoption under 
article V of the Constitution; 

Whereas, before the original deadline for 
the Equal Rights Amendment expired, 4 of 
the 35 States that voted to ratify voted to re-
scind their ratifications; 

Whereas Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg in 
2020 observed, when explaining why she 
thought the Equal Rights Amendment need-
ed to start over, ‘‘If you count a latecomer 
on the plus side, how can you disregard 
States that said we’ve changed our minds?’’; 

Whereas, in Idaho v. Freeman, 529 F. Supp. 
1107 (D. Idaho 1981), Judge Marion Callister 
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of the United States District Court for the 
District of Idaho held that article V of the 
Constitution did not permit Congress to ex-
tend a ratification deadline, writing, ‘‘Once 
the proposal has been formulated and sent to 
the States, the time period could not be 
changed any more than the entity des-
ignated to ratify could be changed from the 
State legislature to a State convention or 
vice versa. Once the proposal is made, Con-
gress is not at liberty to change it.’’; 

Whereas, on March 5, 2021, Judge Rudolph 
Contreras of the United States District 
Court for the District of Columbia held in 
Virginia v. Ferriero, 525 F. Supp. 3d 36 (2021) 
that the deadline contained in the Equal 
Rights Amendment Resolution was constitu-
tionally valid and that the legislative ac-
tions of 3 State legislatures in 2017 through 
2020, purporting to ratify the Equal Rights 
Amendment, ‘‘came too late to count’’; 

Whereas Judge Contreras noted, ‘‘Inclusion 
of a deadline was a compromise that helped 
Congress successfully propose the ERA 
where previous attempts to pass a proposal 
had failed.’’; 

Whereas, while Judge Contreras found it 
unnecessary to reach the question of wheth-
er Congress could retroactively alter a dead-
line, he did observe that ‘‘the effect of a rati-
fication deadline is not the kind of question 
that ought to vary from political moment to 
political moment ... Yet leaving the efficacy 
of ratification deadlines up to the political 
branches would do just that.’’; 

Whereas, on January 6, 2020, the Depart-
ment of Justice Office of Legal Counsel 
issued a legal opinion stating, ‘‘We do not be-
lieve, however, that Congress in 2020 may 
change the terms upon which the 1972 Con-
gress proposed the ERA for the States’ con-
sideration. Article V does not expressly or 
implicitly grant Congress such authority. To 
the contrary, the text contemplates no role 
for Congress in the ratification process after 
it proposes an amendment. Moreover, such a 
congressional power finds no support in Su-
preme Court precedent.’’; 

Whereas the 2020 Office of Legal Counsel 
opinion also observed, ‘‘Because Congress 
and the State legislatures are distinct actors 
in the constitutional amendment process, 
the 116th Congress may not revise the terms 
under which two-thirds of both Houses pro-
posed the ERA Resolution and under which 
35 State legislatures initially ratified it. 
Such an action by this Congress would seem 
tantamount to asking the 116th Congress to 
override a veto that President Carter had re-
turned during the 92nd Congress, a power 
this Congress plainly does not have.’’; and 

Whereas in oral argument before the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Dis-
trict of Columbia Circuit in the Virginia v. 
Ferriero case on September 28, 2022, Judge 
Robert Wilkins of that Court asked Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General Sarah Har-
rington, ‘‘Why shouldn’t the Archivist just 
certify and publish [the Equal Rights 
Amendment] and let Congress decide wheth-
er the deadline should be enforced ...?’’, and 
Ms. Harrington answered, ‘‘The Constitution 
doesn’t contemplate any role for Congress at 
the back end. Congress proposes the amend-
ment, it goes out into the world, and the 
States do what they’re going to do’’: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes that, under article V of the 

Constitution, the legitimate constitutional 
role of Congress in the constitutional amend-
ment process for the Equal Rights Amend-
ment ended when Congress proposed and sub-
mitted the Equal Rights Amendment to the 
States on March 22, 1972; 

(2) recognizes that the Equal Rights 
Amendment expired when its ratification 

deadline passed with fewer than three- 
fourths of the States ratifying; 

(3) recognizes that Congress has no power 
to modify a resolution proposing a constitu-
tional amendment after the amendment has 
been submitted to the States, or after the 
amendment has expired; and 

(4) recognizes that the only legitimate way 
for the Equal Rights Amendment to become 
part of the Constitution is provided in arti-
cle V of the Constitution, and requires re-
introduction of the same or modified lan-
guage addressing the same subject, through 
approval of a new joint resolution by the re-
quired two-thirds votes in each house of Con-
gress. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 108—RECOG-
NIZING THE KINGDOM OF BHU-
TAN AS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
OPPRESSION AND FORCED EVIC-
TION OF MORE THAN 100,000 BHU-
TANESE CITIZENS DURING THE 
LATE 1980S AND 1990S 
Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr. 

CASEY) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 108 
Whereas the Kingdom of Bhutan was re-

sponsible for the oppression and forced dis-
placement of more than 100,000 Nepali lan-
guage-speaking Bhutanese citizens, 
Lhotshampas and Sharchops, in the1990s due 
to their identity, culture, language, religion, 
and political opinion; 

Whereas many of these individuals experi-
enced unjust detention, torture, and other 
forms of human rights abuses; 

Whereas many political prisoners continue 
to be held in Bhutanese prisons for pro-
tracted sentences; 

Whereas persecuted Bhutanese were forced 
to cross into Nepal, where some remained for 
nearly two decades in refugee camps; 

Whereas thousands of Bhutanese refugees 
remain in refugee camps in Nepal, and the 
Government of Bhutan continues to deny 
dignified repatriation to those who desire it; 

Whereas more than 250,000 Nepali-speaking 
Lhotshampa Bhutanese still inside Bhutan 
suffer political, social, and economic oppres-
sion as the Government of Bhutan has con-
tinuously refused to reinstate the citizen-
ships that were stripped during the 1990s; 

Whereas such incidences of human rights 
violations and abuses and extreme acts of vi-
olence perpetrated by any individual actor or 
state should be condemned; 

Whereas the majority of the Nepali-speak-
ing Lhotshampa, who were refugees in Nepal, 
have now resettled in other countries, in-
cluding Australia, Canada, Denmark, Neth-
erlands, New Zealand, Norway, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States; 

Whereas, although Bhutan and the United 
States have not established diplomatic rela-
tions, the two countries maintain warm and 
productive unofficial ties; 

Whereas the Kingdom of Bhutan 
transitioned to democracy in 2008 and has 
held successive free and fair elections and 
transitions of power since that time; 

Whereas the Kingdom of Bhutan has been a 
leader in the global fight against climate 
change and is the only carbon negative coun-
try; 

Whereas the Kingdom of Bhutan has stood 
with the United States and other likeminded 
countries as the United Nations to condemn 
Russian aggression in Ukraine; and 

Whereas, the Kingdom of Bhutan is a close 
Indo-Pacific partner of the United States 
committed to upholding the rules-based 
international order: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) declares that the Royal Government of 

Bhutan is responsible for the political, cul-
tural, and ethnic oppression of Nepali-speak-
ing Lhotshampas and Sharchops in Bhutan 
during the late 1980s and 1990s; 

(2) urges the Royal Government of Bhutan 
to conduct a rapid and unconditional release 
of all political prisoners, whose crime was 
demanding democracy and human rights, 
with due restitution and reparations; 

(3) in a spirit of friendship, urges the Royal 
Government of Bhutan to resume discussions 
with the Government of Nepal on the status 
of individuals in Nepal who assert a claim to 
Bhutan citizenship or residency; 

(4) requests the Royal Government of Bhu-
tan to restore citizenship for all Nepali- 
speaking Lhotshampas that have had it arbi-
trarily revoked; 

(5) requests the Royal Government of Bhu-
tan accept the voluntary return of its citi-
zens from the refugee camps in Nepal; and 

(6) urges the Royal Government of Bhutan 
to enter into a holistic peace building and 
reconciliation process and institute an inde-
pendent Truth Commission to publicly inves-
tigate any human rights violations and 
abuses committed during the 1990s, publish 
its findings, and follow through on its rec-
ommendations to ensure no future displace-
ment or oppression of Nepali-speaking 
Lhotshampas and other minorities in Bhu-
tan. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 109—RE-
QUESTING INFORMATION ON 
SAUDI ARABIA’S HUMAN RIGHTS 
PRACTICES PURSUANT TO SEC-
TION 502B(C) OF THE FOREIGN 
ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1961 

Mr. MURPHY (for himself, Mr. LEE, 
and Mr. DURBIN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.: 

S. RES. 109 

Resolved, 
SECTION 1. REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON 

SAUDI ARABIA’S HUMAN RIGHTS 
PRACTICES. 

(a) STATEMENT REQUESTED.—The Senate 
requests that the Secretary of State, not 
later than 30 days after the date of the adop-
tion of this resolution, transmits to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives, pursuant to 
section 502B(c) of the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2304(c)), a statement regard-
ing Saudi Arabia’s human rights practices 
that has been prepared in collaboration with 
the Assistant Secretary of State for Democ-
racy, Human Rights, and Labor and the Of-
fice of the Legal Adviser. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The statement submitted 
under subsection (a) should include— 

(1) all available credible information con-
cerning alleged violations of internationally 
recognized human rights by the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, including— 

(A) torture and inhuman treatment of de-
tainees; 

(B) execution of people for nonviolent of-
fenses; 

(C) discrimination against women; 
(D) severe restrictions on religious free-

dom; 
(E) forced disappearances; 
(F) transnational repression; and 
(G) the denial of the right to life in the 

context of the armed conflict in Yemen 
caused by indiscriminate or disproportionate 
operations; 
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(2) a description of the steps that the 

United States Government has taken— 
(A) to promote respect for and observance 

of human rights as part of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia’s activities, including in the 
context of the armed conflict in Yemen; 

(B) to discourage any practices that are in-
imical to internationally recognized human 
rights; and 

(C) to publicly or privately call attention 
to, and disassociate the United States and 
any security assistance provided for the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia from, any practices 
described in subparagraph (B); 

(3) an assessment, notwithstanding any 
practices described in paragraph (2)(B), 
whether extraordinary circumstances exist 
that necessitate a continuation of security 
assistance for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; 

(4) if such circumstances exist, a descrip-
tion of the circumstances and the extent to 
which security assistance should be contin-
ued (subject to such conditions as Congress 
may impose under section 502B of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2304)); 
and 

(5) other information, including— 
(A) an assessment from the Secretary of 

State of the likelihood that United States 
security assistance (as defined in section 
502B(d) of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 
(22 U.S.C. 2304(d))) will be used in support of 
Saudi activities related to the armed con-
flict in Yemen; 

(B) a description and assessment of the ac-
tions that the United States Government is 
taking to ensure end use monitoring proto-
cols for all weapons sold or transferred to 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for use in 
Yemen; 

(C) an assessment of any impact or adverse 
effect to Israel’s qualitative military edge of 
security assistance provided by the United 
States or other countries; 

(D) a description of any actions that the 
United States Government is taking to ad-
dress allegations of detention, torture, or 
forced disappearances of United States citi-
zens by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; 

(E) a description of any actions that the 
United States Government is taking to deter 
incidents of intimidation or harassment by 
the Government of Saudi Arabia against 
United States citizens, individuals in the 
United States, and their family members 
who are not United States citizens, whether 
living in Saudi Arabia or in the United 
States; and 

(F) a description of any actions that the 
United States Government is taking to pre-
vent the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia from aid-
ing Saudi citizens accused of violent crimes 
in the United States to flee from the United 
States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 110—HON-
ORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF THE LATE JAMES GEORGE 
ABOUREZK 
Mr. ROUNDS (for himself, Mr. 

THUNE, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. MCCONNELL, 
Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BOOZ-
MAN, Mr. BRAUN, Mrs. BRITT, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. BUDD, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. 
CAPITO, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. CASSIDY, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. CORNYN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 
Mr. COTTON, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. CRAPO, 
Mr. CRUZ, Mr. DAINES, Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
Mr. DURBIN, Ms. ERNST, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mrs. FISCHER, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. 

GRASSLEY, Mr. HAGERTY, Ms. HASSAN, 
Mr. HAWLEY, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
HOEVEN, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. JOHN-
SON, Mr. KAINE, Mr. KELLY, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. KING, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. LEE, Mr. LUJÁN, Ms. 
LUMMIS, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. MARKEY, 
Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. MORAN, Mr. MULLIN, Ms. 
MURKOWSKI, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. OSSOFF, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. 
PAUL, Mr. PETERS, Mr. REED, Mr. 
RICKETTS, Mr. RISCH, Mr. ROMNEY, Ms. 
ROSEN, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. 
SCHATZ, Mr. SCHMITT, Mr. SCOTT of 
Florida, Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. SINEMA, Ms. SMITH, 
Ms. STABENOW, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. 
TESTER, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. TUBERVILLE, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. VANCE, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mr. WARNOCK, Ms. WARREN, Mr. 
WELCH, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WICKER, 
Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. YOUNG) submitted 
the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to.: 

S. RES. 110 
Whereas James G. Abourezk was born in 

Wood, South Dakota, to Lebanese immi-
grants in 1931; 

Whereas James G. Abourezk earned a de-
gree in civil engineering from the South Da-
kota School of Mines and Technology, grad-
uated from the University of South Dakota 
School of Law, and practiced law in Rapid 
City, South Dakota; 

Whereas James G. Abourezk served in the 
United States Navy from 1948 to 1952; 

Whereas James G. Abourezk was elected to 
the United States House of Representatives 
in 1970 and represented the State of South 
Dakota from 1971 to 1973; 

Whereas James G. Abourezk was elected to 
the United States Senate in 1972, rep-
resenting the State of South Dakota from 
1973 to 1979, and was the first Arab American 
to serve in the United States Senate; 

Whereas James G. Abourezk re-established 
the Committee on Indian Affairs of the Sen-
ate, serving as the first Chair of the Com-
mittee after re-establishment; 

Whereas James G. Abourezk co-authored 
and worked to pass Public Law 95–341 (com-
monly known as the ‘‘American Indian Reli-
gious Freedom Act’’) (42 U.S.C. 1996 et seq.), 
the Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978 (25 
U.S.C. 1901 et seq.), and the Indian Self-De-
termination and Education Assistance Act 
(25 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.); 

Whereas James G. Abourezk, after leaving 
the Senate, co-founded and was the first 
chair of the American-Arab Anti-Discrimina-
tion Committee; 

Whereas James G. Abourezk served as the 
first Attorney General of the Navajo Nation 
from 1982 to 1983; and 

Whereas James G. Abourezk continued to 
advocate on behalf of Native American com-
munities after his retirement: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) the Senate— 
(A) has heard with profound sorrow and 

deep regret the announcement of the death 
of James G. Abourezk, former member of the 
United States Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives; 

(B) honors the life and legacy of James G. 
Abourezk for his unwavering dedication to 
South Dakota as a public servant and his ac-
complishments in legislating with principle 
and dedication for the good of the people of 
the United States; and 

(C) respectfully requests that the Sec-
retary of the Senate communicate this reso-

lution to the House of Representatives and 
transmit an enrolled copy thereof to the 
family of James G. Abourezk; and 

(2) when the Senate adjourns today, it 
stand adjourned as a further mark of respect 
to the memory of James G. Abourezk. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 111—RECOG-
NIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF 
MAPLE SYRUP PRODUCTION TO 
MAINE AND DESIGNATING 
MARCH 26, 2023, AS ‘‘MAINE 
MAPLE SUNDAY’’ 

Mr. KING (for himself and Ms. COL-
LINS) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to.: 

S. RES. 111 

Whereas the art of making sugar and syrup 
from the sap of the maple tree (also known 
as acer saccharinum) was developed by Na-
tive Americans of the Northeastern United 
States; 

Whereas the production of maple syrup in 
Maine has a seasonal window between Janu-
ary and May, which is when temperatures 
drop below freezing at night and rise above 
freezing during the day; 

Whereas Maine accounts for 17 percent of 
United States production of maple syrup and 
is the third largest producer among the 
States; 

Whereas Maine maple syrup producers 
make more than 575,000 gallons of syrup an-
nually, generating more than $27,000,000 for 
the Maine economy; 

Whereas maple syrup production in Maine 
supports more than 560 full-time and part- 
time jobs that generate more than $17,300,000 
in wages; 

Whereas Maine Maple Sunday has been ob-
served for 40 years, with more than 100 
sugarhouses participating from Aroostook to 
York County, Maine, and attracting thou-
sands of visitors annually; 

Whereas Maine Maple Sunday is always ob-
served the fourth Sunday in March; and 

Whereas on March 26, 2023, Maine maple 
syrup producers will host the 40th annual 
Maine Maple Sunday: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates March 26, 2023, as ‘‘Maine 

Maple Sunday’’; and 
(2) recognizes the contribution and impor-

tance of maple syrup producers and their 
families in the State of Maine. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 112—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF FEB-
RUARY 27 THROUGH MARCH 3, 
2023, AS ‘‘PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
WEEK’’ 

Mr. TESTER (for himself and Ms. 
COLLINS) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 112 

Whereas public education is a significant 
institution in a 21st-century democracy; 

Whereas public schools in the United 
States educate students about the values and 
beliefs that hold the individuals of the 
United States together as a nation; 

Whereas public schools prepare young indi-
viduals of the United States to contribute to 
the society, economy, and citizenry of the 
country; 

Whereas 90 percent of children in the 
United States attend public schools; 

Whereas Federal, State, and local law-
makers should— 
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(1) prioritize support for strengthening the 

public schools of the United States; 
(2) empower superintendents, principals, 

and other school leaders to implement, man-
age, and lead school districts and schools in 
partnership with educators, parents, and 
other local education stakeholders; and 

(3) support services and programs that are 
critical to helping students engage in learn-
ing, including counseling, extracurricular 
activities, and mental health support; 

Whereas public schools should foster inclu-
sive, safe, and high-quality environments in 
which children can learn to think critically, 
problem solve, and build relationships; 

Whereas public schools should provide en-
vironments in which all students have the 
opportunity to succeed beginning in their 
earliest years, regardless of who a student is 
or where a student lives; 

Whereas Congress should support— 
(1) efforts to advance equal opportunity 

and excellence in public education; 
(2) efforts to implement evidence-based 

practices in public education; and 
(3) continuous improvements to public edu-

cation; 
Whereas every child should— 
(1) receive an education that helps the 

child reach the full potential of the child; 
and 

(2) attend a school that offers a high-qual-
ity educational experience; 

Whereas Federal funding, in addition to 
State and local funds, supports the access of 
students to inviting classrooms, well-pre-
pared educators, and services to support 
healthy students, including nutrition and 
afterschool programs; 

Whereas teachers, paraprofessionals, and 
principals should provide students with a 
well-rounded education and strive to create 
joy in learning; 

Whereas superintendents, principals, other 
school leaders, teachers, paraprofessionals, 
and parents make public schools vital com-
ponents of communities and are working 
hard to improve educational outcomes for 
children across the country; and 

Whereas the week of February 27 through 
March 3, 2023, is an appropriate period to des-
ignate as ‘‘Public Schools Week’’: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate designates the 
week of February 27 through March 3, 2023, 
as ‘‘Public Schools Week’’. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 113—RECOG-
NIZING THE NEED FOR GREATER 
ACCESS TO RURAL AND AGRI-
CULTURAL MEDIA PROGRAM-
MING 

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH (for herself, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Ms. LUMMIS, and Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry: 

S. RES. 113 

Whereas individuals living in rural areas in 
the United States need access to media con-
tent that is relevant to their daily lives; 

Whereas rural and agricultural program-
ming includes agricultural weather, agri-
business news, commodity market news, and 
western sports, and this programming is im-
portant to the farmers and ranchers of the 
United States for their way of life and mak-
ing a living; 

Whereas rural and agricultural program-
ming covers matters that affect all individ-
uals in the United States; 

Whereas all individuals in the United 
States need to be exposed to, and informed 

about, what is occurring outside of the major 
cities and suburbs of the United States; 

Whereas all individuals in the United 
States feel the effects of inflation and supply 
chain shortages, and rural and agricultural 
programming is in a unique position to in-
form viewers of the roots of these issues; 

Whereas the population of the world is pro-
jected to grow from 7,000,000,000 to approxi-
mately 9,000,000,000 by 2050, and agricultural 
productivity will need to increase to meet 
the growing demand for food and the pro-
jected increase in consumption; 

Whereas a decrease in investment in agri-
cultural research and development would re-
sult in a negative shock to agricultural pro-
ductivity; 

Whereas an informed public is key to sup-
porting the proper level of investment in ag-
ricultural research and development; 

Whereas significant consolidation in the 
media market and prioritization of consoli-
dated media has had a negative impact on 
access to rural and agricultural program-
ming; and 

Whereas multichannel video programming 
distributors and providers of digital and 
streaming media should make delivery of 
rural and agricultural programming, includ-
ing agricultural news and western lifestyle 
content, a priority: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes the 
importance of rural and agricultural pro-
gramming and the need for greater access to 
rural and agricultural media programming. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Madam President, 
I have nine requests for committees to 
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
The Committee on Armed Services is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 15, 
2023, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing 
on nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, March 15, 2023, at 10 a.m., 
to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, 
March 15, 2023, at 10:30 a.m., to conduct 
a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, 
March 15, 2023, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct 
a hearing on nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, March 15, 
2023, at 10:30 a.m., to conduct a busi-
ness meeting. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
The Committee on the Judiciary is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 15, 
2023, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, 
March 15, 2023, at 3:30 p.m., to conduct 
a hearing. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
The Select Committee on Intel-

ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 15, 2023, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct a closed briefing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL 
The Subcommittee on Personnel of 

the Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 15, 
2023, at 3 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. TILLIS. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Isaac Holmes, 
an intern in my office, be granted floor 
privileges for the remainder of the Con-
gress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF THE LATE JAMES GEORGE 
ABOUREZK 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 110, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 110) honoring the life 
and legacy of the late James George 
Abourezk. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 110) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

MAINE MAPLE SUNDAY 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 111, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 
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A resolution (S. Res. 111) recognizing the 

importance of maple syrup production to 
Maine and designating March 26, 2023, as 
‘‘Maine Maple Sunday’’. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 111) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 112, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 112) designating the 
week of February 27 through March 3, 2023, 
as ‘‘Public Schools Week’’. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 112) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MARCH 
16, 2023 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
stand adjourned under the provisions of 
S. Res. 110 until 10 a.m. on Thursday, 
March 16; that following the prayer and 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, and morning business be 
closed; that following the conclusion of 
morning business, the Senate proceed 
to executive session to resume consid-
eration of the Clarke nomination, as 
provided under the previous order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, if 
there is no further business to come be-

fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order, fol-
lowing the remarks of Senator WICKER. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Mississippi. 
f 

SENATE ARMED SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

Mr. WICKER. Madam President, I 
rise this evening with a simple and 
sober message: The United States has 
entered a very dangerous period, a dan-
gerous national security moment the 
likes of which we have not seen since 
the height of the Cold War. Although 
alarming, the moment is clarifying. 
The job of the Department of Defense 
and Congress is and always has been to 
provide for the common defense, as 
provided in the Constitution. We must 
stay focused on American military 
might and so prevent our adversaries 
from changing the course of our future. 

An American-led 21st century is a 
peaceful and prosperous century. That 
is not what a century led by the Chi-
nese Communist Party would look like. 
It is no surprise the pariah states of 
Russia, Iran, and North Korea are 
growing closer to Beijing and to each 
other. A free world is actually some-
thing that threatens them. 

As the ranking member of the Armed 
Services Committee, it is my hope that 
we will decide not just to compete in 
this dangerous era but that we win. To 
that end, I have identified three prior-
ities: deterring conflicts, winning tech-
nological competitions, and investing 
in our military’s personnel. 

First, deterring conflicts. In Amer-
ican history, one foreign and defense 
policy has succeeded above all others: a 
national policy of preparedness. 

President Washington said: 
To be prepared for war is one of the most 

effective means of preserving peace. 

Theodore Roosevelt called it ‘‘wield-
ing a big stick.’’ President Reagan 
called it ‘‘peace through strength.’’ In-
deed, we ought to listen to those great 
captains of American purpose. We 
should rearm and strengthen the 
United States so no adversary dreams 
of acting against our interests. 

With that in mind, I want to start 
with Taiwan and Ukraine. Without a 
doubt, there is no greater challenge 
than deterring Xi Jingping from taking 
Taiwan. Failing to defend Taiwan 
would plunge the globe into an eco-
nomic depression and end our hopes for 
an American-led century. 

To ensure that never happens, Con-
gress should pursue four priorities with 
Taiwan this year. 

First, we should pressure the Biden 
administration to exercise the $1 bil-
lion of drawdown authority we pro-
vided them in the Taiwan Enhanced 
Resilience Act last year. 

Second, we should match Taipei’s 
growing investment in critical capa-
bilities. I am disappointed that the 
Biden administration has once again 
failed to request foreign military fi-

nancing money for Taiwan. Congress 
will have to act. 

Third, we should fix the foreign mili-
tary sales backlog and pursue real re-
forms to the process. Right now, it 
takes us too long to get crucial weap-
ons to our allies. For example, unless 
something changes, Taiwan will wait 
nearly a decade to get a recent order of 
Harpoons. 

Fourth, we should expand our work 
with allies and partners to help Taiwan 
defend itself with military and non-
military tools of power. 

Yet, when it comes to deterring con-
flicts in the Western Pacific, helping 
the Taiwanese defend themselves is 
only part of the puzzle. The U.S. mili-
tary itself must also be ready. 

First, Congress and the Department 
of Defense should act this year to ac-
celerate the most important short- 
term capabilities for our forces in a 
Western Pacific scenario. As in prior 
years, we will focus on a concise list of 
near-term joint capabilities, such as 
advanced naval mines, munitions, non-
kinetic cyber and electronic warfare 
techniques, space capabilities, and a 
range of battle management software 
technologies related to the Joint All- 
Domain Command and Control effort. 

Second, we should accelerate the in-
novative work in the Army and Marine 
Corps to reestablish their presence in 
the first island chain and expand our 
alliance partnership networks. Specifi-
cally, I look forward to continuing the 
committee’s focus on the Pacific De-
terrence Initiative. This initiative 
seeks to enhance our basing and logis-
tics infrastructure west of the inter-
national dateline. 

Third, we should focus on our muni-
tions industrial base this year. Con-
gress and the Department of Defense 
will expand the efforts in the Reed- 
Inhofe amendment, which has actually 
cut bureaucratic redtape and has 
pushed the Pentagon to sign multiyear 
contracts for 17 different munitions. 
We must promptly provide the indus-
trial base with resources to expand pro-
duction of key munitions, such as the 
Long Range Anti-Ship Missile and 
Standard Missile-6. 

Fourth, we must tackle structural 
supply chain and workforce issues that 
hamper our munitions production. 
These activities are key to expanding 
our magazine depth, and they will sig-
nificantly add to deterring China. 

Even as we seek deterrence in the 
Western Pacific, we note that deter-
rence did not work in Ukraine. Our 
goal now should be to maximize U.S. 
interests through Ukrainian victory 
and deter further Russian aggression, 
including against our NATO and our 
non-NATO allies. 

I will continue to focus on providing 
the Ukrainians with everything they 
need to achieve battlefield gains faster 
and hasten Ukraine’s victory. As Gen-
eral Kellogg testified to our committee 
2 weeks ago, Beijing is watching our 
actions in Ukraine. They are weighing 
whether to join the fray in this con-
flict. 
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That brings me to my second pri-

ority: investing in our competitiveness. 
While our fundamentals remain strong 
here in America, the Chinese are 
outcompeting us in multiple arenas. 
The Chinese are running the so-called 
100-year marathon. To them, victory in 
that race means toppling American 
global leadership. We need to make the 
long-term investments to compete in 
the coming decades in this marathon. 
The Chinese Communist Party is work-
ing overtime to achieve what they call 
‘‘the great rejuvenation of the Chinese 
nation’’ by 2049. Their goal is to be the 
global center of economic, political, 
and military power. 

China has pulled off the fastest mili-
tary buildup in history, and they are 
still building. Beijing has achieved real 
growth in its defense budget every year 
for two straight decades—every year 
for two straight decades. It is quite 
likely they already spend more than we 
do, particularly if we count only our 
China-focused military spending. These 
investments are paying off for Xi 
Jingping. 

Quite honestly, in many areas of war-
fare, China’s military already exhibits 
greater quantity and sophistication 
than our own. I am particularly con-
cerned about the rapid advancement of 
the Chinese navy compared to ours. 
The Secretary of the Navy recently 
shared a troubling fact: In one shipyard 
alone, the Chinese now boast more pro-
ductive capacity than in every Amer-
ican shipyard combined. 

I had the privilege of leading Con-
gress to pass the SHIPS Act, which re-
quires the Navy, in statute, to achieve 
a 355-ship fleet as soon as practicable. 
Unfortunately, the Biden administra-
tion has shirked its responsibility to 
enforce this statute and to maintain 
American naval superiority. 

The administration has repeatedly 
sent Congress requests to actually 
shrink the fleet. This is unacceptable. 
It should be unacceptable on both sides 
of the aisle. 

Thankfully, we took important steps 
in last year’s National Defense Author-
ization Act to prevent the Navy from 
retiring 12 ships. We now need to make 
sure the Navy’s battle force inventory 
grows each year instead of shrinking. I 
will push to make sure we build three 
destroyers per year, maximize the pro-
duction of amphibious ships, and re-
store a healthy submarine industrial 
base. 

For centuries, naval power has been 
the cornerstone of American defense 
policy. When we defeated the Axis Pow-
ers in World War II, our victory took 
place just as much in the steam and 
sweat of our shipyards as it did on the 
shores of Normandy or Iwo Jima. It 
validated George Washington’s words 
from a century and a half earlier when 
he said, ‘‘Without a decisive naval 

force, we can do nothing definitive.’’ So 
let’s do the most definitive thing we 
can: make a monumental investment 
in American command of the seas. 

It is also critical that we revitalize 
our capabilities in the air and in space. 
In many ways, our challenges in air-
craft production mirror those of our 
shipbuilders: Years of anemic budgets 
have created a brittle industrial base. 
We need to expand our orders of tac-
tical fighter aircraft above 72 per year 
to get our combat air forces healthy. 
We need similar actions in tankers and 
other aircraft. We cannot continue to 
buy fewer aircraft every year while our 
older aircraft costs more to maintain. 
This is a death spiral. The same prob-
lems hold for our nuclear weapons pro-
duction infrastructure, which my pred-
ecessor, Senator Inhofe—along with 
Senators FISCHER, KING, and others— 
has worked for years to rectify. 

Our defense industrial base should 
focus less on efficiency and more on ef-
fectiveness. Again, it is helpful to look 
back to World War II to understand 
what I mean. In the beginning of 1942, 
the Nazi war machine controlled all of 
Western Europe. Japan’s empire 
spanned from the borders of India to 
our smoldering fleet in Pearl Harbor. 
The forces of liberty were not on the 
march but on the defense. It took what 
one author called ‘‘freedom’s forge,’’ or 
American industrial capacity, to defeat 
evil. We need to unleash our forge of 
freedom again—complete with all the 
21st-century technologies that make it 
superior. Pentagon bureaucracy cannot 
keep getting in the way of this goal. 

To that effect, we must also focus on 
improving the Department of Defense’s 
ability to develop, integrate, and pur-
chase innovative technology at scale. 
It is time for a culture shift at the Pen-
tagon and here in Congress, one that 
prioritizes speed and effectiveness over 
compliance and efficiency. We may 
have to assume a bit more risk to-
gether, but we can and must accelerate 
innovation—accelerate innovation— 
while also improving oversight if we 
have the right tools. 

We will win by deterring conflict, by 
winning the tech race, and thirdly and 
finally, by investing in our military 
personnel. We have long had cutting- 
edge technology, but our secret weapon 
has always been our people. 

As a veteran myself, I know how im-
portant it is to attract the best per-
sonnel to serve our country in uniform. 
Unfortunately, we find ourselves in the 
worst military recruiting shortfall in 
50 years. The injection of a 
hyperpolitical culture into our fighting 
forces I think takes a sledgehammer to 
military readiness and recruiting. I 
think it is part of the problem with our 
recruiting. 

I will partner with any Member of 
Congress to expand the population of 

Americans eligible for military service. 
I will also promote solutions in this 
Congress, including increased support 
for Junior ROTC and ROTC programs 
and expanded incentives for service-
members. As we recruit, we must never 
lose sight of our current troops. We 
will continue to care for servicemem-
bers and their families. 

All this will take hard work, new 
ways of thinking, and new partnerships 
between Congress and the executive 
branch. It will also require additional 
funding. 

We must achieve continued real 
growth in the defense budget. Signifi-
cant real growth is absolutely required 
to strengthen deterrence against the 
Chinese Communist Party to an ac-
ceptable risk. Any additional invest-
ments in our national defense should 
have the best return possible, and we 
should innovate in new ways that will 
result in real savings to the taxpayers 
over the long run. 

In conclusion, the challenges we face 
are significant. Our adversaries are 
testing us every day, and we cannot af-
ford to make mistakes in our defense 
policy or to try to do defense policy on 
the cheap. Legendary columnist the 
late Charles Krauthammer reminded us 
often that ‘‘decline is a choice.’’ But I 
am confident we can choose to pass 
this generational test of American re-
solve if we work together in the spirit 
that has so long defined the work of 
this Congress and the Armed Services 
Committee. 

To my colleagues on the committee 
and across this Chamber, I say: Let’s 
get to work. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, and pursuant to S. 
Res. 110, the Senate stands adjourned 
until 10 a.m., Thursday, March 16, 2023, 
and does so as a further mark of re-
spect to the late James G. Abourezk, 
former Senator from South Dakota. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 7:16 p.m., 
adjourned until Thursday, March 16, 
2023, at 10 a.m. 

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate March 15, 2023: 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

RAVI CHAUDHARY, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AN ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

BRENT NEIMAN, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE A DEPUTY UNDER 
SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ERIC M. GARCETTI, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE AMBAS-
SADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF 
INDIA. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
March 16, 2023 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

MARCH 22 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine the recruit-
ing challenges facing the United States 
military. 

SD–106 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, 

and Related Agencies 
To hold hearings to examine proposed 

budget estimates and justification for 
fiscal year 2024 for the Forest Service. 

SD–124 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on State, Foreign Oper-

ations, and Related Programs 
To hold hearings to examine proposed 

budget estimates and justification for 
fiscal year 2024 for the Department of 
State. 

SD–138 
Committee on the Budget 

To hold hearings to examine how climate 
change is changing insurance markets. 

SD–608/VTC 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
Business meeting to consider S. 66, to es-

tablish a task force on improvements 
for notices to air missions, S. 90, to re-
quire the disclosure of a camera or re-
cording capability in certain internet- 
connected devices, S. 127, to prevent 

unfair and deceptive acts or practices 
and the dissemination of false informa-
tion related to pharmacy benefit man-
agement services for prescription 
drugs, S. 318, to amend the Save Our 
Seas 2.0 Act to improve the administra-
tion of the Marine Debris Foundation, 
to amend to Marine Debris Act to im-
prove the administration of the Marine 
Debris Program of the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, 
S. 467, to modify the age requirement 
for the Student Incentive Payment 
Program of the State maritime acad-
emies, and the nomination of Phillip A. 
Washington, of Illinois, to be Adminis-
trator of the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration, Department of Transpor-
tation; to be immediately followed by a 
hearing to examine improving rail 
safety in response to the East Pal-
estine derailment. 

SR–253 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2024 for the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

SD–406 
Committee on Finance 

To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2024 for the Department of 
Health and Human Services. 

SD–215 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
To hold hearings to examine Moderna 

considering quadrupling the price of 
the COVID vaccine. 

SH–216 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine drug short-

age health and national security risks, 
focusing on underlying causes and 
needed reforms. 

SD–562 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine pending 
nominations. 

SD–226 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Financial Services and 

General Government 
To hold hearings to examine proposed 

budget estimates and justification for 
fiscal year 2024 for the Department of 
the Treasury. 

SD–124 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and 

Human Services, and Education, and 
Related Agencies 

To hold hearings to examine proposed 
budget estimates and justification for 

fiscal year 2024 for the Department of 
Health and Human Services. 

SD–138 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Readiness and Manage-

ment Support 
To hold hearings to examine Department 

of Defense small business tools for en-
hancing the industrial base. 

SR–222 
Committee on Indian Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine Native pri-
orities for the 2023 Farm Bill reauthor-
ization. 

SD–628 
Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Immigration, Citizen-

ship, and Border Safety 
To hold hearings to examine the need to 

bolster the U.S. Refugee Admissions 
Program. 

SD–226 
Select Committee on Intelligence 

Closed business meeting to consider 
pending intelligence matters; to be im-
mediately followed by a closed briefing 
on certain intelligence matters. 

SH–219 
2:45 p.m. 

Committee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship 

Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nation of Dilawar Syed, of California, 
to be Deputy Administrator of the 
Small Business Administration; to be 
immediately followed by an oversight 
hearing to examine the Small Business 
Administration and the President’s 
proposed budget request for fiscal year 
2024. 

SR–428A 
3 p.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Legislative Branch 

To hold hearings to examine proposed 
budget estimates and justification for 
fiscal year 2024 for the Library of the 
Congress and the Architect of the Cap-
itol. 

SD–192 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine strength-
ening methods of recruitment and re-
tention for the VA’s workforce. 

SR–418 

MARCH 23 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the steps 

needed to address the cybersecurity 
vulnerabilities in the United States’ 
energy infrastructure. 

SD–366 
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Wednesday, March 15, 2023 

Daily Digest 
Senate 

Chamber Action 
Routine Proceedings, pages S781–S808 
Measures Introduced: Twenty-eight bills and ten 
resolutions were introduced, as follows: S. 801–828, 
S.J. Res. 19–20, and S. Res. 106–113.     Pages S797–99 

Measures Passed: 
Honoring the life and legacy of former Senator 

Abourezk: Senate agreed to S. Res. 110, honoring 
the life and legacy of the late James George 
Abourezk.                                                                         Page S806 

Maine Maple Sunday: Senate agreed to S. Res. 
111, recognizing the importance of maple syrup pro-
duction to Maine and designating March 26, 2023, 
as ‘‘Maine Maple Sunday’’.                              Pages S806–07 

Public Schools Week: Senate agreed to S. Res. 
112, designating the week of February 27 through 
March 3, 2023, as ‘‘Public Schools Week’’.   Page S807 

Taylor-Kale Nomination: Senate resumed consider-
ation of the nomination of Laura Taylor-Kale, of 
California, to be an Assistant Secretary of Defense. 
                                                                                              Page S793 

During consideration of this nomination today, 
Senate also took the following action: 

By 68 yeas to 26 nays (Vote No. EX. 59), Senate 
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the 
nomination.                                                                     Page S793 

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that the confirmation vote on the nomination 
be at a time to be determined by the Majority Lead-
er, in consultation with the Republican Leader; that 
the motions to invoke cloture filed during the ses-
sion of Tuesday, March 14, 2023 ripen at 11:30 
a.m., on Thursday, March 16, 2023; that following 
the vote on the motion to invoke cloture on the 
nomination of Jessica G. L. Clarke, of New York, to 
be United States District Judge for the Southern 
District of New York, and notwithstanding Rule 
XXII, Senate then vote on the motion to invoke clo-
ture on the motion to proceed to consideration of S. 
316, to repeal the authorizations for use of military 
force against Iraq; and that if cloture is invoked on 
the nomination of Jessica G. L. Clarke, at 1:45 p.m., 

all post-cloture debate time be considered expired, 
and Senate vote on confirmation of the nomination. 
                                                                                      Pages S793–94 

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that Senate resume consideration of the nomi-
nation of Jessica G. L. Clarke at approximately 10 
a.m., on Thursday, March 16, 2023. 
                                                                          Pages S793–94, S807 

Nominations Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nominations: 

By 54 yeas to 40 nays (Vote No. EX. 54), Brent 
Neiman, of Illinois, to be a Deputy Under Secretary 
of the Treasury.                                                     Pages S781–85 

By 52 yeas to 42 nays (Vote No. EX. 56), Eric 
M. Garcetti, of California, to be Ambassador to the 
Republic of India.                                                        Page S785 

During consideration of this nomination today, 
Senate also took the following action: 

By 52 yeas to 42 nays (Vote No. EX. 55), Senate 
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the 
nomination.                                                                     Page S785 

By 65 yeas to 29 nays (Vote No. EX. 58), Ravi 
Chaudhary, of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary 
of the Air Force.                                                   Pages S786–93 

During consideration of this nomination today, 
Senate also took the following action: 

By 64 yeas to 29 nays (Vote No. EX. 57), Senate 
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the 
nomination.                                                             Pages S785–86 

Executive Communications:                       Pages S794–97 

Executive Reports of Committees:                 Page S797 

Additional Cosponsors:                             Pages S799–S800 

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions: 
                                                                                      Pages S800–06 

Additional Statements:                                          Page S794 

Authorities for Committees to Meet:           Page S806 

Privileges of the Floor:                                          Page S806 

Record Votes: Six record votes were taken today. 
(Total—59)                                                  Pages S784–86, S793 

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed, as a further mark of respect to the memory 
of the late James George Abourezk, former Senator 
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of South Dakota, in accordance with S. Res. 110, at 
7:16 p.m., until 10 a.m. on Thursday, March 16, 
2023. (For Senate’s program, see the remarks of the 
Majority Leader in today’s Record on page S808.) 

Committee Meetings 
(Committees not listed did not meet) 

APPROPRIATIONS: CBO, GAO, GPO 
Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Legisla-
tive Branch concluded a hearing to examine pro-
posed budget estimates and justification for fiscal 
year 2024 for the Congressional Budget Office, the 
Government Accountability Office, and the Govern-
ment Publishing Office, after receiving testimony 
from Phillip L. Swagel, Director, Congressional 
Budget Office; Gene L. Dodaro, Comptroller General 
of the United States, Government Accountability Of-
fice; and Hugh Nathanial Halpern, Director, Gov-
ernment Publishing Office. 

NOMINATIONS 
Committee on Armed Services: Committee concluded a 
hearing to examine the nominations of Ronald T. 
Keohane, of New York, to be an Assistant Secretary, 
and Nickolas Guertin, of Virginia, to be an Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy, both of the Department of 
Defense, after the nominees testified and answered 
questions in their own behalf. 

DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION REQUEST AND 
FUTURE YEARS DEFENSE PROGRAM 
Committee on Armed Services: Subcommittee on Per-
sonnel concluded a hearing to examine military and 
civilian personnel programs in the Department of 
Defense in review of the Defense Authorization Re-
quest for Fiscal Year 2024 and the Future Years De-
fense Program, after receiving testimony from Gil-
bert R. Cisneros, Jr., Under Secretary for Personnel 
and Readiness, Shawn G. Skelly, Assistant Secretary 
for Readiness, Thomas A. Constable, performing the 
duties of the Assistant Secretary for Manpower and 
Reserve Affairs, Lester Martinez-Lopez, Assistant Sec-
retary for Health Affairs, Elizabeth B. Foster, Execu-
tive Director of Force Resiliency, Agnes G. Schaefer, 
Assistant Secretary of the Army for Manpower and 
Reserve Affairs, Franklin R. Parker, Assistant Sec-
retary of the Navy for Manpower and Reserve Af-
fairs, and Alex Wagner, Assistant Secretary of the 
Air Force for Manpower and Reserve Affairs, all of 
the Department of Defense. 

BUDGET 
Committee on the Budget: Committee concluded a hear-
ing to examine the President’s proposed budget re-
quest for fiscal year 2024, after receiving testimony 

from Shalanda D. Young, Director, Office of Man-
agement and Budget. 

DRINKING WATER AND WASTEWATER 
INFRASTRUCTURE ACT 
Committee on Environment and Public Works: Com-
mittee concluded a hearing to examine imple-
menting the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, 
focusing on perspectives on the Drinking Water and 
Wastewater Infrastructure Act, after receiving testi-
mony from Radhika Fox, Assistant Administrator for 
Water, Environmental Protection Agency; Katheryn 
Emery, West Virginia Department of Environmental 
Protection Division of Water and Waste Manage-
ment Director, Charleston; Randy E. Hayman, Phila-
delphia Water Department, Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania, on behalf of the Association of Metropolitan 
Water Agencies; and Thomas W. Sigmund, NEW 
Water, Washington, D.C., on behalf of the National 
Association of Clean Water Agencies. 

U.S.-BRAZIL RELATIONS 
Committee on Foreign Relations: Committee concluded 
a hearing to examine the future of U.S.-Brazil rela-
tions, after receiving testimony from Brian A. Nich-
ols. Assistant Secretary for Bureau of Western Hemi-
sphere Affairs, and Rick Duke, Deputy Special 
Envoy for Climate, both of the Department of State. 

NOMINATIONS 
Committee on Foreign Relations: Committee concluded 
a hearing to examine the nominations of Karen 
Sasahara, of Massachusetts, to be Ambassador to the 
State of Kuwait, Elizabeth Rood, of Pennsylvania, to 
be Ambassador to Turkmenistan, who was intro-
duced by Senator Casey, Martina Anna Tkadlec 
Strong, of Texas, to be Ambassador to the United 
Arab Emirates, who was introduced by Senator Sul-
livan, Elizabeth Allen, of New York, to be Under 
Secretary for Public Diplomacy, who was introduced 
by Senator Shaheen, and Hugo Yue-Ho Yon, of Cali-
fornia, to be Ambassador to the Republic of 
Maldives, all of the Department of State, after the 
nominees testified and answered questions in their 
own behalf. 

BUSINESS MEETING 
Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs: Committee ordered favorably reported the fol-
lowing business items: 

S. 559, to amend the Federal Fire Prevention and 
Control Act of 1974 to authorize appropriations for 
the United States Fire Administration and firefighter 
assistance grant programs, with amendments; and 

The nominations of Colleen Joy Shogan, of Penn-
sylvania, to be Archivist of the United States, Cathy 
Ann Harris, of Maryland, to be Chairman of the 
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Merit Systems Protection Board, and Adrienne Jen-
nings Noti, to be an Associate Judge of the Superior 
Court of the District of Columbia. 

PROTECTING PUBLIC SAFETY 
Committee on the Judiciary: Committee concluded a 
hearing to examine protecting public safety after 
New York State Rifle and Pistol Association v. Bruen, 
after receiving testimony from Ruth M. Glenn, Na-
tional Coalition Against Domestic Violence/National 
Domestic Violence Hotline, Denver, Colorado; Eric 
Ruben, SMU Dedman School of Law, Dallas, Texas; 
Stephen J. Lindley, Brady Combating Crime Guns 
Initiative, Los Angeles, California; Amy E. Swearer, 
Heritage Foundation Edwin Meese III Center for 
Legal and Judicial Studies, Washington, D.C.; and 
Rafael A. Mangual, Manhattan Institute for Policy 
Research, New York, New York. 

VA ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORD 
MODERNIZATION PROGRAM 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: Committee concluded a 
hearing to examine the future path of the VA’s Elec-

tronic Health Record Modernization program, in-
cluding the need to address change management 
challenges, user satisfaction, and system issues, after 
receiving testimony from Neil Evans, Acting Pro-
gram Executive Director, Electronic Health Record 
Modernization Integration Office, Shereef M. 
Elnahal, Under Secretary for Health, Kurt DelBene, 
Assistant Secretary for Information and Technology 
and Chief Information Officer, and Michael D. Par-
rish, Chief Acquisition Officer and Principal Execu-
tive Director, Office of Acquisition, Logistics, and 
Construction, all of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs; Carol C. Harris, Director, Information Tech-
nology and Cybersecurity, Government Account-
ability Office; and Mike Sicilia, Oracle Global Indus-
tries, Austin, Texas. 

INTELLIGENCE 
Select Committee on Intelligence: Committee met in 
closed session to receive a briefing on certain intel-
ligence matters from officials of the intelligence 
community. 

h 

House of Representatives 
Chamber Action 

The House was not in session today. The House 
will meet at 11 a.m. on Friday, March 17, 2023. 

Committee Meetings 
No hearings were held. 

Joint Meetings 
No joint committee meetings were held. 

f 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR THURSDAY, 
MARCH 16, 2023 

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

Senate 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry: to hold 

an oversight hearing to examine the Department of Agri-
culture, 9:30 a.m., SR–328A. 

Committee on Armed Services: to hold hearings to examine 
the posture of United States Central Command and 

United States Africa Command in review of the Defense 
Authorization Request for Fiscal Year 2024 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program; to be immediately followed 
by a closed session in SVC–217, 9:30 a.m., SD–G50. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs: to 
hold hearings to examine local views on public transpor-
tation, transit infrastructure and operations, and Federal 
transit programs, 10:10 a.m., SD–538. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: to 
hold hearings to examine strengthening the aviation 
workforce, 10 a.m., SR–253. 

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: to receive a 
closed briefing on the assessment of the origins of 
COVID–19, 9:30 a.m., SVC–217. 

Committee on Finance: to hold hearings to examine the 
President’s proposed budget request for fiscal year 2024, 
10 a.m., SD–215. 

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs: 
to hold hearings to examine the cybersecurity risks to the 
healthcare sector, 10 a.m., SD–562. 

House 

No hearings are scheduled. 
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Next Meeting of the SENATE 

10 a.m., Thursday, March 16 

Senate Chamber 

Program for Thursday: Senate will resume consideration 
of the nomination of Jessica G. L. Clarke, of New York, 
to be United States District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of New York. 

At 11:30 a.m., Senate will vote on the motion to in-
voke cloture on the nomination of Jessica G. L. Clarke, 
followed by a vote on the motion to invoke cloture on 
the motion to proceed to consideration of S. 316, to re-
peal the authorizations for use of military force against 
Iraq. 

If cloture is invoked on the nomination of Jessica G. 
L. Clarke, Senate will vote on confirmation thereon at 
1:45 p.m. 

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

11 a.m., Friday, March 17 

House Chamber 

Program for Friday: House will meet in Pro Forma ses-
sion at 11 a.m. 
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